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AND ALDERMEN HIS BRETHREN, 
with my Chriſtian countreymen of the Ciric 


of Conentry, beall grace,mercy,and peace 
\ Got Got he Fade td G2 « _ 
Lond Ine Cunren, 


8 AMEN 

} 2-day lght Worthipfull, ard my 
) } og louing Countrey-men, ha- 

”. uing, ſome: occaſion this 
# laſt Summer, to traucll vp 
| = to the Citic of LoxDON 
Z & 9 and bcing there, I was in- 

L treated hodendly friend, to beſtow my la- 
bours on a-Sabboth day, in preaching ar - 

Packs Church in which hee dwclled; 

Az : h__ 
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. The EpiſtleDedicatory. 
whom Þ willingly agreed. ' Whereat there 
were ſome, contrary to- my knowledge or 
priuitic, that took the paincs/to takerhe-notes 
of the Sermons,and before my departure out 
of the Citic, mademee acquainted therewith-' 
all, and ſhewed them varo-:mee; and readipg 
part of them, 1 did greatly marucll thereat, 
and worthy was the'Anthor to be commeni- 
dedfor his paines and $kill., ' having neuer 
{cenethelike fo largely taken, by any whatſ(o- 
cuer; forſcarſc could I finde-any word of 
ſubſtance, wherein he failed: 

Hercupon,certaine of my. friends who were 
hcarers \ Whey” labonted with'merto commit 
them to the Preſſe : and in hope I would ſa- 
risfie cheir carneſt ſute, ſend downe after-me 


their Notes, faire. copied: out''to | y be * 
which after ſome paincs taken,- In fecring the 
ſamcin order, and fonicthingsi(chough nor 


much,addcd, for the more pine opent 
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; The-fipifileWledivators.: 
the ſane tod-your fauourable view: The tea- 
ſons moouing mee thercunto, - are! ſpecially 
rheſechree:. The firſbis; becauſegf theexpe- 
ricace [hauc hadsf diizers'of your godbyzca- b 
lous;and uncere loue tothe Goſpellc | The le- = 
cond is, being bound/by:natureiro leaue ir as | 
a teltimonic of my ynfained loue ro my na- 
tive Citie. Thirdly,in regard of the vndeſer- 
ued kindneſſe and beneuolences I hauc often 
receiued from —_ Ate35 liew whereof, g 
" thoughtit ob-my quty to degicate the 
Ons 
: | manifelt my humble.chanktulneſſe. Now if 
M8 any cecnforious diſpoſition ſhall ſay that theſe 
Sermons are too meane to be pur in print for 
this ripe and cxquiſiteage,I would with them 
to conſider, that at the building of the Tem- 
ple, as well they were accepted at brought 
Goat& hairs 2nd Riammes3kinnes, as they 
| that brought filke, purple, and skarler. Bur 
| howeuer it be, I doc morethen hope you will 
| 


both kindly accept of this from me, and cn- 
tercaine it asa teltimonie of my louing afte-. 
ion to you all, | 


A3 The 


- The Godof all comfort multiply his grati- 
ous bleſſings vpon you all, and grant all 
peace and proſperitie to all rhoſc rhar vnfai- 
nedly loue and fceke the peace of the 
Goſpell. From my houſe at Teardley 
' the 20. of December. 
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TO THE. CHRISTIAN 
- +» READER +: 


| LED Hriftian Readey, the fearcher of all hearts 
-f<\\ 7NV- doth know, that atthe preaching of theſe 
KOI Sermons it was farre from any thought of 
| WIL mint they ſhould ever haue bin committed 
-þ DW 9 the my tobe ſet out im Print, confeſ- 
ſmg my greatinabilitythat way.But foraſmuch as ſome of 
| rhe hearers todkethe puines ts gather 1he notes thereof, 
| without either my knowledge or conſent , and" thereupon 
ſeeming to haue ſome liking thereof ,were earneſt with me 
for my conſent to commit them to the print : whoſe godly 
defire I perceining toproccede from a ſpeciall willingne(ſe 
$0 make others partakers of that profit they ſeemed to hane 
receined themſelues, gaue them my promiſe, if they would 
| copie them faire out, and ſend them downe into the Coun. 
zry to me, I would take ſame paines in the tiewing them 
| oxer,and ſetting them in order , and ſo would ſend them 
| ; to them againe to ve at their pleaſure : which they ſo 
| id, and accordingly (by the Lords helpe) 7 hane perfor. 
| med to them,as my leiſure in my Charge would permit mic. 
| Now then, if theſe my ſimple labours ſhall be thoughtrwor- 
,-Ff thy the view of the world,1 ave humbly intreat thee(Chri- 
| #ran Reader) to beare with me, which I know thou woul- 
d:ft willingly doe,if eitber thou didſt know my weakeneſie. 
 sngifis, my ſmall leiſure for vndertaking ſuch worke, 
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«+, TotheReader, 
| th {6 — OW af $$ he RE ” 


| R os OOO et AT RIC YA NO MEN.” 
or wal the marke avd- ene F aims at, I pray thee con- 
ftracall in gaod part, and what & amiffe for want of kill, 


corredt it , andif og abu haxc oner-ſhot"mmes 16 oucr- 
| zealous carriage, impute it 10 my infirmity, But if there 
| happen any thing that ſhall worke to humbling for ſme, 

either generall or <=="14 the land, or for thy owne 
felfe,gine all the praiſets God :'and 48 1 haueendenoured 
to benefit thee and others which is the maine end of my l4- 
bours., ſo. doe-Timreat thee 'to asfift emeemith thy. 
vyto'God, thavhe will aſciſs mee with his bleſſed (pirn1 
the worke of my Miniftery. And thus hoping I-may intreat 
for a friendly acceptance at thy hands,and to aff ord me thy 
good word for my good will, and a fanourable_ conflruttion 
for my paines,1 doe commend it t0 the ble ſsing of the Al. 
mighty,and thee to his grations pgatection, wiſhing to thee 
«4s to my ſelfe,vizthe mercy of Godin Teſus Chriſt, 


_ Thinein the Lord; 


Truomas Horpxrins 
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Let there be no fornicator or ophane perſons , as Eſau, which WE 
'T enepivtionof meate th ark rk _ 
For yee know, hoW that afterward , when be Would baue inberited 
the blefiing, he was —_ For he found no place to repen- 
cer gh he Joaght that Mefing with teares. 


[at | Minde not ( boloudd in Chriſt). 


Dl y >) YA toſtand vpon morecircumſtances 
1 CH | PeP tin I take fitting for the ope- 
w,. Fe. ning of my Text. Although 0 


PS ning ſhewed you my fſumnple 
OP iudgement, both as touchingrhe 
RYOHTS WE occafion, the Author,, the time, 
| and the argument of this Epiſtle, 
could not but hane bin profitable for ſundry reſpects: 
but then' muſt T'ſpend more time then 1s allowed 


mce and I fare Ihould abridee you of ſomet 
—_— = bred 


i Perſe 15. 


2 T he firſt Sermon. 
which I am willing. to open vnto you. Wherefore 
omitting all theſe, know youthat the Author of this 
Epiſtle, aving in the f er parrof this Chapter, in 
coutaged them patiently to vndergoe the croſle of af- 
flitions, aſſuring them that they were no fignes of 
Godsanger ; _ rather of bis loue, in which they had 
cauſe rO tei om thence; he proceeds to; an cx- 
horration;'t efal anrewhereof is, * thieks their holy 
profeſſion, they wouſd ioynea godly life and conuer- 
farion, charging them to.hauccare that no finne might 
pow amongſt them that 'were profeffors of the Goſ- 
calling tt by thename' of 4 Roore of bitterneſſe_; 
vue that ho vene i might be pleaſant and ſweet 
atthe firſt, yet it would bring fond bitter fruit at the 
laſt, The which exhortation' nnforceth, and thereto 


. moonethby three ſpeciall reaſons. ..-. >; x. 


The firſt ,becauſe ſich arc:eably to be drawnefrom 


that} -they ſeemedro hauc, and one raigning finne 
_ would careit our. © * 


The ſecond reaſon was, beef wartby they would 
be very ſcandalous to the weake,and A poſtates of the 
'whole Church. ; 

Thirdly , becauſe their example would be great 
hinderancesto others : yea, and more hurt would en- 
ſaebytheirill life, thencuer they Gd good by their 
profeſſion, | 

Now inthe yerſes _ he goes on with a dehorta- 

tion, diſſwading them from ſuc vices, as would bring 
a ſcandall ro the Church of God. Amongſt the reſt hee 
ſets downe two: . namely, Formation 2nd Pro hane- 
eſſe, In the which, whoſocuer liues and 'd; dliohts, 


 ſhallinthecnd bring great diſhonour to God, Gr 


—— 


ot re———_—_—_—__o__ RR _—_— 


| hatie of Denid, who by this was faineto cry to the 
| Lord,to create 4 wew Spirit in him , and had thoughrit. 
| wouldhaue caſt him out of Gods preſence. 


norall marryed, bur many, and the moſt part ofthem 
eva , £ 


derto his dwne profeſſion, and hurt to hisowne con- 
ſcience Fi. WT ESE” | : 


The firſt(I ſay)he ſets downe;is Frnication.Whence 


ally for two,cauſes: The one-in:regard of the pro- 
cfon<' the other in regard of the {In regard of 
theprofeſſion,becaule firſt it diſhonours'God:nor that 
God will loſe one iote of his honor, though he ſhould 
caſt ys all rohell ; bur my meaning is,heaccepts it as a 
diſhonorto him, when ſuch a-one thar makes profeſſio 
in mouth,denics the power of it in his life. As the Ho. 


_ mayariſe this queſtion : 'why he names this fin before. 
many other, which he might hauc nanied *1 anſwer, 


ly Ghoſt ſharpely reprehenderh'the hypocrite, asking 
him how he jc == boldas to kd his words in his Pget6; 


mourh,and not toltue anfiyerable to it in his life. Se- 
condly,it opens the mouthes of 4rheiFs, cauling them 
to blaſpheme the wo up are ready ypon theleaſt 
occafion to ſpeake cuill of ir, and ſuch as profeſle it in 

tie. So alſo in regard of the perſon, becauſe if he 


2,54n,13,14 


be qualified with any grace of SanRification, it will in 


time eate it our,and grieue Gods Spirit, though not on 
the fuddaine, yet it will bring him 5 low,as the worke 
of SanEification cannorgrow in him. ' Example wee 


- Agaiye,it may be demanded why the Holy Ghoſt 


names not rather Adultery, then Fornication? I an- 


ſwere : Firſt, wee muſt note that hee doth include 
herein,and in all other finnes of that kinde. Secondly, 
& ſpecially, becauſe thoſe ro whom he did write, were 
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4 T he firſt Sermon. 
were ſingle perſons. Therefore names he rarherthe fin 
of Fornication then Adultery , leſt the —_ perſons: 
might take any exceptions againſt his ſpeech. 

The ſecond finne he dehorts them-from;is the finne 
of Prophaneneſſe:aſinne-many know not, others make 
light account of it:: but the Holy Ghoſt ſers ir;downe 
fora grieuous finne, and aſin of all ſuck as profeſle the 
Goſpell to bee abhorred. To which end heeſers not 
downe anexample of a Fornicator , becauſe it was an 
viuall knowne finne, anda finne ſome men make con- 


 ſcienceto ſhunne and -auoid : but he ſers downe an ex- 


ample of a-prophane perfon, and hangs vp the picture 


_ofa prophane wretch,for a warniggto all others. 


In which example, wee are to conſider of three 
things : The firſt isthe perſon,who it was, wsz.Eſas :- 
a man qualified and commended-in the Scripture, for 
ſome gifts of nature, in which I doubthe may goe be- 
yond,and ſhame many of vs : yet for his prophanenes 
ts recorded as a ſpeRacle of Gods wrath; andbranded 
for a Reprobate. The ſecondis his fat, which was,. 
that for one portion of meare he fold away his birth-right; 
Of which tfaQ we ſhal heare more intheopening, being. 
like-manyat this day amongſt vs, whoſelkand willing- 
ly part away with their birth-right for vanities. The 
third thing is his puniſhment, which is threefold : 
Firſt, he is wounded in his conſcience with griefe and 
ſhame, that hee had no. berter grace, butto part with 
ſuch a treaſure ar ſo baſe a price. Secondly, he labeyrs 
andbeſtirres himſelfeto ſecke to recouer it, bur all in 
vaine for heſceks to his father, who could not helpe 
him, but not to God, who muſt haue holpen him, if 
eucr he had hadany helpe at all. The third was an veter 


a® 


Theferſt Sermon. 5 
deniall ofmercy, inthathe loſt thetime in which hee 
might hauc had it; now allthe-meanes he could vſe for 
«,would not preuaile to recouer it againe. And fo falls 
it out with many at this day,who forſaking the Goſpel 
for the preſent things ofthis life, come to ſee their er- 
rour how lightly they haue paſſed it away,which with 
and _ trorecouer their fortner eſtate, but catyneuer 
preuaile., v pt aeP? 

Thus muck for the opening ofthe words:theſumme 


whereof is,adchortation from two horrible finnes, of 
ſuch as live in the boſome of the Church, and make 


ſhew of religion in outward profeſſion: leſt by forſa- 
. king ir for the preſent. tliings of this life, they bee not 


able to recoueriit _ Now let vs come tothe in» - 
ſtrutions that may be gathered hence: 1 - + 
And yet before I cometo handle them, I holdit ve; 
ry profitable to rake the courſe of the Author,namely, 
to begin with the exhortation, whereon the dcehortati- © 


on is grounded, andthar is,to ſtir vs vp'to a holy con- 


ucrſation, and to ioyne with our profeſſion a holy lite; 


without which,as he ſaith before, Veſhal never ſee God perf,14,. 


to our comfort; and this will make the reſtmoreprofi- 
table to vs. And though many in this-City might think 
or ſhould ſuppoſe ita needleſſt dorine, yet for my 
part I take it needfull and proficableto deale with you, 
as the Holy Ghoſt dealt here withrhem. In that he 1a- 


 bourscarneſtly toexhort them:to holineſſe of life, in 


regard of their profeſſion; we are to-obſerue ,-thar it 
muſt be a principall care of thoſe who haue taken vpor 
them the profeſſion of the Goſpel.to labour to jtoynea 


- holy comnuerſation thereunto, The profeſſion mult not 


conliſt ina formall loue and outward ſhew ofthe Goſ-: 
dc | B 3: _ pell,, 


\) 
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6 T be firſt Sermons. 
, but they muſt. expreſic and ſhew the power of it 
their lives and conuerfations. A thing the Apoſtle 


.5. commends the Theſlalonians for, tharthe Gofpelway + 


not in word,but in power, that is,they did aſwell practiſe 
in their liues, astalke of it with their mouthes. And 
thisthe Apoſtle Peter labonrs to exhortthoſe he wrote 
vnto;that with the &vowledg of faith in the Goſpel, they 
would zoyne verzue, by which he means holines of lifes 
exhorring that they that belecue well, ſhould live well, 
thatſotheir lines might beaurifie their profeflion. It 
ſeemesdiuers of the Church ſent to Pas! ro know his 
tndgement touching ſuch ſeruantsas were converted to 
the Goſpell, how they ſhould behaue themſelues to 
their Infidell wan on he _ - —_ t0Ti- 
mothy, commanding, that being d to them, th 
ſhouldnot doprrtor oi them vnconſcionably, bur nf 
therto be more carefull in the ſeruice, and to yſe dili- 

ce & fairthfulnes to them, that ſo the name of God 
and his Goſpell,benot cuill ſpokenof. A goodlefſon 
for ſuch ſeruants in this City as profeſſe the Goſpell,8 
ſeruc irreligious Maſters,nothereby to rake aliberry to 
be idle, carelefſe, and falſe inword and deede, but (o 
much the rather to be the more careful.in their ſeruice; 
leſt they giue their Maſters occaſion to ſpeake euill of 
the name of God and his Goſpell. 

Now if ſeruants muſt be thus carefull cowards their 
Maſters that be Atheiſts,how much more then ſhould 
every one that harh giuen his hand and name to the 
Goſpell, be carefull, who hath many to ouerlooke him; 
and would begladto take a ſmall occafion to diſcredit 
his profeſſion * There are many reaſons may be added 
to preſſe thisdoQtine the more vpon our Ron, 

ut 


The firſt Sermon.” 7 


but I-will content my ſelfe with theſe three. 


The firſt reaſonis, becauſe a holy life ioynedtoan reef. x, - 


holy profeſſton, will gaine credite in the conſciences of 
- Gods people : yea, it will/gaine credir alſo in the con- 
ſciences of ſuch as be yet vncalled.. To which end the 


Apoſtle exhorts them to haue their conuerſation howeſt 1. p.s 12, 


emong the Gemiles,that they which ſpeake ewill of thens as 
of enill doers, may by their good works which they ſhall ſee, 
glorifie God inthe day of viſitation. By which all you 
that be Fathers, Mothers, Maſters, and Miſtrefles are 
exhorted, though you haue vntoward ſonnes, vnairh- 
full ſeruants, 1yers, ſwearers, yea ſuch/as'ſcorne at your 
comming to Sermons,and yſe of holy exerciſes in your 
families, as giuing thanks ar meales, prayers,reading of 
Chapters,8c. yet ſhould your carriage in yourliues be 
ſuch, as that:they ſecing your Chriſtian behaviour in 

our ſhops, 4nyour words, in'your dealings, 8c. may 
La cauſe to praiſe God: Yea,if euer the Lord call and 
conuert them , they ſhall praiſe God, that they ever 
dweltin ſuch a family, and that euer they came within 
the doores. _ «4 B40 | 

. The experience hereof God hath ſhewed daily a- 
mongſt vs, of many, who in their ſeruice were deriders 
of holy dutics, and ſtopped their eares ar the mſtruQi- 
ons of their gouemours, yetthe Lord hauing opened 
their eares, and ſofrned their hearts by his word and 
ſpirit, they haue ſo a God for his mercyto them, 
that-their Parents by whom they were begotten, and 


borne, haue notbeene fo deare to them in their hearts, 
astheir Maſter and Miſtreffe,in whoſe Chriſtian family 
they were conuerted. | 

The ſecond reaſon is , becauſe it will gaine credit to Reaſ; 2. 
'Y od our 


*%., | 
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8 Thefuſt Sermon. 
our profeſſion. ''The contrary opens 'the mouthes of 
Athciſtsto ſlander and difcredit theſame, One pro- 


phane-Goſpeller- doth more harme'in rhe Church, 


thenan hundred Atheiſts, Wherefore, faith the Prea- 
cher, Dead flies cauſe to tinke and putrifie the oyntment. 
Yea, one dead-flie will putrific a whole box of oynt- 
ment, wheras a thouſand falling into 2 batrell of pitch, 
will do no ſuch harme : So the Goſpell is ſo precious a 
thing, that'the euill example of one prefetſour doth 
more harmeto it, then the example of many Arheiſts, 
a-thouſand: drunken -companions neuer diſcredit the 
Goſpell ſo muchas one that profeſſeth well, and li- 
ueth ill. © - Des pn, | 

- Foris it nota thing common amongſt-vs, that when 
men ſcea profeſſour commit any ſinne (yea though of 
ine pnd of weakeneſle, with no purpoſe to hue in 
it) doe but marke how they preſently labour rodiſcre- 
dir, not ſo much the perſon of the man, as his profeſſ- 
on: For are not theſe their very words ? See,theſe arc 
our profeſſors and holy men; heis wiſe that will be- 


' leene what they ſay ; here is a profeſſion indeed : Yea 


they will nor ſticketo curſethe very booke of God,and 
blaſphemehis Goſpell. Therefore if you will be pro- 
feflors, looke to your ſhops, your families, your:coun- 
ing-houſes, your weights and meaſures, 'elſe if you be 
faulty in theſe, you will: bring more diſcredit to Reli- 
ponrben cuer you did good-with'your outward pro- 
1110N. FY | 
Thethird reaſon is, becauſeby your ioyning an ho- 
ly life to a holy profeſſion,itwill gaine comfort to your 
conſcience, eſpecially in the timeof the departure out 
of this world. An example we haue of Exzekies, who 
| | hauing 
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of lite, wherein he tooke great comfort. Yea,it will pur 


a man in more comfort, thenall the treaſures of this 
world. For what conſolation can aman take in worldly 
things,when he' is priuy that hedoth lead a vicious and 
wicked life,and is in danger of Gods wrath. 


Now let vs ſee what vices we areto make of this de- 7e x; 


Qrine. And firſt it may ſtop the mouthes of our aduer- 
faries the Papiſts, who fallly charge vs that weeteach 
doarines of liberty to fin : and that the ſumme of our 
dodrines is, that ſo a man beleeuein Chriſt , it isno 
matter how he liues. And beloued, I applealeto your 
owne conſcience, how true this is, when we teach that 
an outward profeſſion (ſeeme'it neuer ſo ſanified) 
withouta holy life,is odious in Gbds fight. And we re- 
turne the dotine of liberty vpon themſelues. For be 
Indge(men and brethren in Chriſt) whether this benoc 
a doctrine of licentiouſneſſe, to teach, that ignorance is 
the mother of deuotion , that their holy Father may 
diſpence with any ſin, be itneuer ſo great and hainous; 
that allow the ſtewes euen at their Popes noſe, for the 
nouriſhing of whordome. Yea they reach,that all their 
yeniall finnes (as: they terme them) are put away and 
forgiuen by knocking themſclues on the breaſt, andby 
ſaying, God haue mercy _ me, &c. 

If this were true, and this liberty granted to finne, 
who would make conſcience to commir finne ? But 
ler vs know, that theſe are:doQMines. of Diucls, and 
he that hath: not care'to-ioyne an holy life to an ho- 


ly beleefe, ſhall one day. with the Man wanting the 1ab.zz, n 
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ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of recth./ -.1 1. 1.1], 
A ſecond vſe of this dodtine, ſerues to teach vs that 

be preſent, and all that haue taken the profeſſion of the 

Goſpel yponthem,to have care'to frametheir lives an- 


. ſwerable thercunto.;. Arid this muſt be eſpeciallythree 
' waies. . The firſt} ;in their wordsand ſpeeches, which 


muſt be ſuch as may cither conuey good to others, clſc 


\ draw good from others, Secondly, in their workes, 


andthatnot onely in their generall places, bur.alſoin 
their particular callings,wherher Magiſtrate, Miniſter, 
Father, Husband, Maſter, Seruant, &c. The third is, 
in their recreations, being carefull they. vic lawfull 
things lawfully. As you that be Geatlemen in your 
bowling, ſhooting, hawking, hunting : which though 
they be lawfull recrcations, yet that youtake heed, leſt 
you abuſe them, andnort to be mirth-mongers, thaking 
cuery day a day of paſtime and pleaſure.” 

A third vſe ſerues to reproue many, who haue takeri 
vpon them the holy profeſſion.of Chriſt Ieſus , *yetin 
their lines deny the power of it. And: tocome home 
to this Citie, and to this place, in which are afſembled 
ſuch as make ſhew of Toue tothe Goſpell : Anſwer me 
in your conſciences, where are the ſignes and tokens of 
a holy life 2: do your lines anfwer yourprofeſſion *. is it 


1.Kivz. 2, 28, NOt with 7oab, to murther, and then to.rurme and take 


hold ofthe hornes of the Altar * Nay,withthe Iewes, 
to ſweare,lie,ſteale, commit adulterie, '8&c., and to come 
and ſtand in ths houſe befare me,ſaith the Lordino'more 
will the Lordallow citherof your: Bibles vnder your 
armes, or your prayers in your famikes, nor your run- 
ning after Sermons; if your lives be not refarmed, \.. 
Inthe Ciuill Law it is wdllknowne, along proteſta- 
tion 


tion will not relecue a theefe; if he be tairited, and pro- 

ued cory? fd the fact : No more will your proteſtati- 

ons and faire ſpeeches releeue you, when your ſhops, 

your counting-houfes, 'your houſes, your chambers 

.will condemne you. For I appeaſe this-day tomany 

| of youthat heare me, whether the Lord may nottruly 
fayto you,as he ſaid by the mouth ofhis Prophet 242. 45-10. 
cah; Are yet the treaſures of wickednes in the houſe of the 

wicked,and the ſcaut meaſure that ts abamivable: So ſay 1 
to'thee, Are the treaſures of wickednefle in thy houſe 2 
Is the poore mans pledge, his bed, his gowne, his axe, 
his ſpade, his coate in thy houſe £ liueſt thou by bribe. 
ry, extortion, oppreſſion, falſe weights in thy ſhop, 
ballance in thy ware-houſe, 8 dareſt thou take on thee 
the holy profeſſion ofthe Goſpell * I tell thee, all thy 
prayers, almes, hearing ofthe Word,receiuing the Sa- 
@aments,are abhorred of God. 

-Inthe time of the Law, none might offerthe blood 
ofa dog or a ſine; yet they were both like the blood 
ofa Lambe: and though the one was accepted, yet 
the other was abhorred : So let all thy outward pro- 
ſeſſion ſeeme neuer ſo holy, yet not ioyned with a holy 
conuerſation, God deteſts 1t, ; 

How may the Lord complaine againſt this Citie, as Amer4.4,5. 
he did againſt Samaria? Come to Bethel and tranſgreſſe,to 
Gilgal:& multiply tranſgreſſions: & bring your ſacrifices 
in the morning,& your tithes afier three yeeres. And for 4 
thikſciuing of leau? publiſh & pr oclaims the free fringe 
for this liketh you,0 ye children of iſrael, ſaith the Lord, 
In whichhe taxeth them, for that after many ſins com- 
mitted, they would comein the w_ onthe Sab- 
bath dayes,and bring an 0" of a tirhe, and offerir 

, : W — 
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vp,and then thinke Godwis well pleaſed. So how ma- 
ny inthis City,all the weekelong, o_ it in ſwearings 
lying,oppreflion, 8&c. andthen on the Lords day come 
ro Church in the morning, and heare a Sermon, and 
make a ſhew of louing holy exerciſes * Oh this likes 
them well, but this likes not the Lord: for he accounts 
them hypocrites and difſemblers. Yea, theſe are they 
that do more hurtto religion and profeſſors, with their 
running after Preachers, with their carrying of Bibles, 
with their holy proteſtarions, and their liues odious, 
then the common drunkard, whoremonger,vſurer,&c.; 
There is nothing more odious in Gods ftght, then that 
man thatcarries the lampe of upmrg- , and denieth 
and diſgraceth it by an vnholy life. I end this point 
with the faying of our Sauiourto his Diſciples, and in. 
them, vnto all that take on them the profeſſion of his 
Name: Let your [; __ ſhine before me,zhat they may ſes 
your good works & glorifie your father which is in heaug, 
And fo mach for the generall docrine drawne- from 
the Apoſtles dealing with the Hebrewes.. Now it fol- 


* lowesaccording as it is in the Text. 


Let there be no fornicgtor.)] You heard before that 
theſe words containe a dehortation from ſuch vices,as 
he knew would bring a ſcandallto the Goſpel,where- 
of he ſers downetwo ſpeciallfinnes : The firſt is here 
Fornicat:on, The reaſons wherefore he ſets this downe 
were before ſhewed vnto vs. As alſo we heard why he 
ſets downe this ſinne, rather then the ſinne of adultery, 
being a fin-of an higher degree. Fhenit reſteth we ga- 
ther what we learne hence: which is,in thathe labours 
to dehort or draw them from this ſinne of fornication, 


 weleamethatamongſtother ſinnes, all that live in the 


Church 


CO nemo C—— 


T hefirſt Sermon. . .13 
Church of God, andſincerely profeſſe the Goſpell of 
Ieſus Chriſt, muſt labour by all meanes to ſhunne and 
auoidethe ſinne of fornication,adultery,inceſt, whore- 
dome;,and all of thar kinde. {TIO 

Ir is too true, that many profeſling the Goſpel,make a 
light account of fornicati6: oh they make it bur a trick 
O em And it may be one reaſon of the Apoſtles 
dehorting or. drawing them. from this {inne, being of 
like account amongſtthem. Bur howſocuer they or we 
make light accountof it, yet the Holy Ghoſtaccounts 
it a grieuous {in,cſpecially amongſt ſuch as profeſle the 
Goſpell.For he ſpeakes not to Atheiſts, but ro Chriſti- 
ans, and ſuch as had taken on them the profeſſion of 
Chriſt Ieſus & his Goſpel. So I,knowing that I preach 
to ſuch as profeſſe Chriſt, and. outwardly make a ſhew 
of louing both him and his word, dehort & draw you 
from the ſinne of fornication, being no ſmall or light 
fin,butan odious and grieuous ſinne. Itcll you, a man 
or woman that haue giuen their names to Chriſt, and 
laid their hands to the-plow of the Goſpel,and yer line 
in fornication or adultery, &c. doe liue ina wofulland 
fearefull eſtate. And thatthis finis a greatſin, ſpecially, | 
profeſſors, we may ſee by the words of the Apoſtle 


to the Corinthians,who faith, Be not deceined,, neyther., cc mY 


fornicators,nor idolaters nor adulterers ,nor manionsnor 
bugeerers, nor theents, nor conetous, nor drunkards, nor 
railers,nor extortioners,ſhal inherit the kingdome of God. 
Whergghe Apoſtle amongſt the raſcall row of capitall 
ſinnes, placeth fornication as a maſter-fin, and ring-lea- 
der to other fins,and bids them not to be deceived: for 
as light accountas they make of it, yet it wil ſhut them 
out of Gods kingdome. Ang the ſame Apoſtle writing 
$4 | 3. : to. 
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ſers fornication inthe forefront, almoſt of all :' which 
he would not haue done, ifit had bina fin of light ac- 


\ count. The like you ſhall reade in; his Epiſtle ro+the 


Epheſians,vhere he hauing exhorted them to holineſſe 
of life, labours ro-draw them from ſuch yices as would 
hinder this worke of Godin them ; amongſt which, he 
begins with the ſin of fornication. And this he doth ſo 
much the rather,intharit was (of many) not counted 
a fin of any grear reckoning. And ſo howſocuer many 
account it a light ſinneatthis day, yetknow youit is a 
hainous finne,and moſt grieuousin Gods fight. . | 

I would not wiſh'any of you to think,thatTI do aime: 
at any one particular man, (for itis well knowne Iam 
buta ſtranger, afid God is my witneſle, before whom 
we do ſtand, I indge reuerently of you all) but in dif 
charge of my duty and conſcience, I labour to ſhew 
you the horriblenefle of the {tn of fornication, and all 
other of that kinde, The reafons to preſſe this dorine 

our conſciences,arediuers. 

The firſt reaſon is, becauſe hee that rakes pleaſure in 
this finne, carries the marke of a reprobate. Foras it is 
aprinciple innarure, to frame our ations, to the will 
and liking.of our friend, fo isit a principall property of 
Godschild.coframe his wil to the will of God: 8 con- 
trariwiſe agreat ſigne of a wicked man, to. frame his 
ations to his own liking. Now of all aQions, aſpeciall 
and principall one is, to keepe 8 poſleſſe our bgydies in 
chaſtiry, according as the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſſa- 
lonians, telling them, thartif they will frame their lives 
ro the will of God,they mult 4&/tazne from fornication, 
and know how to poſſeſſe theis vefel in holines and honor. 
| A 


JEFNON. 5 | 
- Aſecondreaſon' hereof is, becanfeby committing ze; 5," 
chis ſinne, there is akind.of My ci "Y 
Shall I take(faith the Apoſtle)the members of Chriſt, and 1.Cr 6.5. 
make them the members of at harlst? 'Now an harlot is 
a member of Sathan,ſo that hethat proſtates his body 
to an harlor,dothy proſtrate irto rhe diudl.- 1 11 

A third reaſon is, becauſe itis a fin which the Lord Reaf. 4. 
ſpecially reſerues to bepuniſhed by himſelfe: Itisre. ©? 
corded by the Author to the Hebrewes,who ſaith, But ycs.13.4. 
whoremongers & adutterers God will iudge. And the rea- 
ſons hereof may be ſpecially theſe two :' The former, Reaf. r. 

| becauſe the whoremaſter and fornicatorare growne to 
ſuch a cunning, as'wofull experience ſhewes : The fa- 
ther he gets a child, andthe ſonne muſt take ic on him: 
The maſter he getsa baſtardand the ſeruant muſt mar- 
ric her,to blind the world withall, But let them know, 
though they can hide it from the world, and auoid the 
puniſhment of man, yet they.cannot hide it from God, 
who will be reuenged; and ſeuerely puniſh it. 1% 

The ſecond reaſon is, becauſeit goes ſo light away Reaſ. 2. 
vnpuniſhed by the Magiſtrate,therefore the Lord him- 
ſelfe will take it into his owne hands;who will nor ler it 
oe vnpuniſhed. Yet God and your conſciences doe 
know how ſinall an account you make of this ſinne. 

A fourth reaſon to diſfwade vs from this ſin, is, be- peaf. 4. 
cauſe it brands him that lives in it for an hypocrite, 
though he make neuer ſuch ſhew of religion outward- 
ly. Thisthe Preacher ſhewes,when he faith, 4nd 1 finde 
more bitter the death the woman whoſe heart is as nets. & 
ſnares, her hands as bauds: He that good before Goa,. 
ſhall be delinered from her , but the ſinner ſhall be taken by 

ber, (I pray you reade it, and note it well) giuing " tO 

(52 | vnder- 
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' tedtherein. And for ex 


vnderſtand, that by being: good before God, is ment a 
ſound, {incere, religious man, whom:the Lord will fo 
preſerue , thatthough he may beover-taken with this 
; ata: ſhallnarliue and delight in it, And hence 


we ſee, why the Lord permits ſo many harlots inthe 


land, becauſe there are ſo many hypocrites amonegtt vs, 
- A fifth reaſon is, becauſe it isa (in thar plucketh rhe 


Rn of God onthe land, as the Prophet 1eremie 


faith,that Adultery will cauſe the land 10 monrne, and as 
Hoſeahaith,T he Lord hath a contronerſie with the Land, 
acapitall fin was, becauſethere- was whoring commit- 
tence we need but looke on 
chis City,on which the Lord continueth one of the ar- 
rowes of his wrath, I meanethe plague and peſtilence. 
Know ye, that whoredome is a capitall ſinthat prouokes 
the Lord. For this fin is a ſpeciall meanes to pull downe 
the wrath of God, to ſend and cottinuethis kinde of 
puniſhment. So that when you heare the plague in- 
creaſe in your Cite , you maythanke the whoremon- 
cr for it, | 
A fixth reaſon is, becauſe the Fornzcator is fit for no- 


mY but for hell : he is neither fir for God, nor for 
him 


elfe, nor for the land. Not for God, for all hee 
doth is accurſed; yea,his very prayers he makes, if he 
make any. Notfor himſelfe , for Grote he conſumes 
his body, and waſteth his goods, and haſtens beggery, 
or ſome euill and vntimely end vpon himſelfe. Not fit 
for the Land, for he haſtens and procure-Gods wrath 
and heauy diſpleaſure againſt it. | 
| - Thevfſes of this dodtrine. 
Fixſt, it ſernes for a warning to ſuch as bee tainted 
with this ſinne, that they labour in prayerto God. to 
- _ © _ worke 
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- done my penance in open Church, amongſt the Con- 
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worke a deteſtation of it in their hearts : and to rake 

heede of the Harlot;for ſhe will not leaue thee, till ſhe 

hatie gotthe blood of thy ſoule: yea, as Sa/omon ſaith, ,, , 

Her gheſts are in the depth of Hell, meaning they are as © 

ſure ro goeto Hell, except they repent, as if they were 

there already. Remember,yet God offers grace, yea 

this day I ſtand here as Gok miniſter,to intreate thee, 

as thou haſt any loueto God, any feare of his iudge- 

ments, any hope to appeare before Chriſt Ieſus with . 

any comfort,at the day of iudgment, ar any careto be 

ſaucd, to get our of this ſinne betimes, elle be ſure in 

time it will bring thee to dammation. - 

' Aﬀecond vſe hereof, ſerues to reproue ſuch as make x7 2. 

lighr account of it , and count itburtatricke of youth.  . 

Oh vile forlome wretch! Is ir but a tricke of youth to 

haue Heauen gates bolted againſt thee?Iris but a tricke 

of youth to pull Gods wrath on thee? Ir is but a tricke 

of youth to be a fornicator © Itellthee ſuch tricks will 

tricke thee to Hell, if they be not preuentedby repen- 

tance. O fir,ſayes ſome,I haue ſatisfied the Lord, and Obie. 

gregation, For anſwer : Buttell me haſt rhou ſatisfied Haſh. 

God by repentance? Haſt thou runne to him, and in- 

treated him in Chriſt Teſus to be ſatisfied © I rell thee, 

penance in the Chiirch willnot keep thee out of Hell, 

till Gods anger beappeaſed : and it is onely in Chriſt 

thar muſt appeaſe him : and it muſt be faith and repen- 

rance inthee,that muſt be the meanes to obtaine it, . ,,,. 
Others obiec.I meane to marry her,and ſo to make , ,, 7 

her an amends. For anſwer : Say thou doeſt meane 

ſo; I'deny not bur it isa thing both lawfull,and fit to be 

ſo ; But yetrill there haue _ repentance wrought 


Vſe.3. 


Canthe Lord forbeare long to punith vs, when this 
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mthee for this grieuous ſinne, Gods.wrath, and Gods 
curſe will follow theeat the heeles. Yea, ll ſay further, 
that after thon haſt marryed her,till there be a reconci- 
liation betweene God and thee, allthe time rhou haſt 
lined in marriage,thou haſt liveda Fornicator. 

Is there any here who are priuy in their conſciences 
they haue abuſed their bodies with their wiues before 
the ſolemnizing of Wedlocke, and entrance into that 
holy ordinance and couenant of God ? haſtthou re- 
pented? haſt thqu bin grieued from-thy heart? then no 
doubt, thou haſt obtained pardon. But if thou have 
telr no griefe, no ſorrow3no humbling, no teares, bur 
made accountall is wethand healed by marriage, know 
thau,ahd know thou againe, God wil one day call thee 
ro a new reckoning,and will take vengeance on thee in 
the depth of Hell. 

Athird vſe hereof is, to ſuch Magiſtrates as bee put 


- intruſt for the puniſhing of this finne,they may looke 


ynto it better then they haue done, and that they let ir 
nor go ſo {lenderly puniſhed, or not puniſhed at all, as 
many of them doe. Ir is to be lamented at this day, to 
heare what winking,and what bribing there 1s to main- 
taine this finne. Yea, it is to bee feared, that there bee 


. many French-hoods and veluet-coates maintained by 


this finne. Yea,experience doth ſhew vs, (and by ex- 


perience I ſpeake it,) how ready many will be to ride. 


and run to Tuſtices of peace, and Eccleſtaſticall courts, 
to ſpeake,and to countenance out*a common Fornica- 
tor, and an aduſterer ; when the ſame parties in caſe of 
wrong done to an honeſt man , will nor ſet their foote 
out of the dore,to ſpeake a word to do him any good. 


ſinne 


NO. Oh es re EI by 
as 
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finne amongſt other ſinnes, eryes loud inthe Lords 


cares for vengeance? No,no,as the Prophet ſaith, He lerm.g.g. = 


will viſete for theſe things, and his ſoule willbe anenged 
pon ſuch a Natton. 7 


Or prophane perſon,as Eſau]Now followes the other Tee. 
- finneghe dehorts and drawes them from, which is Pro. 


phancneſſe. And becauſe there were diuers did make 
light account of it,and many others that did not know 
what it meant, he ſets downe an example of a man ha- 
ted of Godbefore he was borne, and being dead, is, as 
it were, hung vp for a ſpectacle for all prophane men to 
looke on,ſert out in the booke of Gereſes, the 25.27.28. 
Chapters. 

And hence, before wee proceedeto the opening of 
the ſtorie, we are to obſerue ſomething,in that the Ho- 


| ly Ghoſt ſets before vs the example of a prophane mi. 
A principall end and drift why the holy Spirit of God DoF. 3. 


ſets before vs examples in the Olde Teſtament, as well 
as inthe New, isnot ſo much that men ſhould reade 
them as ſtories, or therein ſee the ſeueritie of God to. 
others ; bur for ſj efacles yn examples to vs,that wee 
ſhould take heede oftheir[finnes,that mooue the Lord 
to lay ſuch puniſhments vpon them. The Apoſtle to 


the Corinthians,hauing ſerdowne the rebellion of the 1.Gr.2.6.11. 


Iſraelites, together with their puniſhment , preſently 
tells the end and vſe of fich examples , which was 
his feucritic tothem, and to bee warnings: to vs, as 


| appeareth inthe eleuenth yerſe., Sothe Apoſtle Tude 


tells vs, that Sodom and Gomorah, and the Cities 
about them, which the Lord deſtroyed for following 
ſtrange fleſh, were, andare ſet forth for a warning and 


example to all filthy and __ minded men, So we 


| Gen.4, 


| Gen.27. 


 Numb,ri6, 


Reaſon, 


he hathpropoſed Kora 


.vy 
P 


 theſeuerity of the Lord againſt t 


20. - T be firſt Sermon. 
ſo longs there is a people ypon the earth, ſolong hath 
the Lord ſet downe in {cripture examples of his wrath, 
to fore-warne them of the like ſeuerity againſt them. 

| And we ſee, that diuers for fome horrible offences 
are hung vp in chaineg,not onely to ſhew the Kings ſe- 
ucrity againſt them, or for men to ſtand gazing vpon 
them, but for warnings to all his Subicds to take heed 
they runnot into the Fike offence, leſt they incurre the 
likepuniſhment. And therefore for Murtherers , the 
Lord hath as it were, hung vp Ca#;for prophanenefſle, 
Eſas ; for murmurers. = God ras his Miniſters, 

,Dathan,and Abiram,Iuda,to 
all Trayrors ; Lets wife, for all Apoſtaraes. Theſe and 
many more are ſet forth for examples to vs. Theſe and: 
many more,are not pictures of Gods anger,only hung 

to be gazed vpon, butto ware vs by their exam- 
les,of the finnes. 

There arediuers reaſons to be ſhewed of this Do- 
Qrine,bur in that my time is ſo necre ſpent, I will-con- 
tent my ſelfe with one, which is : Becauſe God is nor | 
mutable, but the ſame God to vs as to them ; and as he 
hath left them for examples to vs,ſo he can leaue vs for 
examples to others. If heedoenor, wearethe more 
bound ro him, and notto abuſe his patience and long- 
ſuffering to vs,but rather to meete him in time by re- - 

tance. | 

The vſe hercof, ſerues to teach vs what vſe we ſhould 
make in reading the ſtories of Gods iudgements vpon 
others in the booke of God : not ſo much to wonder 
at them , that they had no better grace, or to admire 

cn : bur ro apply 
itto our ſclues, and to fay in our hearts ; This ny. 
| | ple 


The firſt Sermm. 
ple is ſer out to wame mee, to teach me, thatifIcom- 
mit the like finne, I may feare the like puniſhment, or 


worle. : 


Which reprooues ſpecially two ſorts of men at this 1-507. 


day : The oneis ſuch as in reading diuers Chapters of 
the Lords iuſt iudgement againſtdiuers nations, Cities, 
Kings,Prieſts, men, women, children , for their finnes 
committed againſthim,make light account of them, as- © 
if itno whit concerned them, though their conſcien- 
ces condemne them ofthe like finne. They read the 
ſtory of Eſav, and of Gods wrath againſt him for his 


.prophaneneſſe , yet though they-know in their hearts 6 27- 


they ſet more by their pleaſure then by preaching ; by 
their,gaine then by godlines ; by their portagethen b 

religion ; yet it neuerſo much as mooues them at all 
So againe, how many do reade the ſtory of Loes wife, 


who for her looking backe was turned into a mony- ©1939 


ment of Gods anger , yetthemſclues are priuy of rhe 
decay of their firſt loue,and with Demas haue embra- 
ced the world, & yet are no whit diſmaied at all:Look 
ypon her all you that are priuy to your ſelues and guil- 
ty of backſliding in your zeale and loue to the Gofpell, 
She was turned into a pillar offalt, and remaineth a 
ſpeRacle of Gods vengeance for-all ſuch as thou art : 
Shee was turned into a durate ſubſtance, and withour 
ſpeedy repentance, hee will turne thee into a heauy 
iudgement,and that is hardnes of heart, which is har- 
der then ſalt;for ir is the plague of all plagues. 

| You then that of religious ſeruants are become ir- 
religious maſters : you that are priuy to your hearts, . 
that 10.20.30. yeeres agone you were more forward 
and zealous in Gods _ now are decaied a 

| ; " 0g .- cold, 


| | 
|| _ 2:Sort. 


22 T befirſt Sermon. 
cold, looking backe to the pleaſures and profits of this 
world, looke on Lots wife : ſhee, as it were, hangs in 
Chaines for a wofull fpeRacleto behold. Let her moue 
you to labour re recouer that you haue loſt, leſt the 
Lord make you ſpectacles to others, aMſhee is made a 
ſpeRacleto you. And for this Citie and others is Ieru- 
ſalem inthe Scripture to be a perpetuall example : her 
ſpeciall ſinnes were,pride,contempt of Gods word,and 
abuſe of Gods Prophets. Her doome is recorded for 
England,and for thee London,whoſe pride is as grear, 
if nor greater, then euer hers was. And for whoſe con- 
tempt and abuſe of Gods Miniſters, it is a wonder the 
Lord finites not the Land, | 

Let vs all then hereafter in reading. ſtories of the 
Lords iudgements on others,make them examples and 
warnings for vs: elſe to make account, the ſame God 
that was reuenged on them, will not let vs eſcape. 
© Theſecond fort that this doQrine reprooveth, are 
ſuch, as in ſetting their children to reade in the Lords 
booke, they hearethe ſtory of Lots drunkenneſſe, of 
Danids adultery,of Peters deniall, and thereby they do 
bleſſe themſclues, and ſtrengthen and comfort their 
hearts: yea they haue learned toalledge them as exam- 
ples to extenuate their ſinnes. AmI a drunkard ? fo 


'was that good man Zoe. AmTan Adulterer, ſaies an- 


other? ſo was that man after Gods owne heart, Danzd. 
Shall I difpaire of my faluation, ſaies the wicked perſi- 


| ſterin finne, and reade, the theefe repented on the 


croſle,and found mercy at the laſthoure! O vile wret- 
ches,who hath bewirtched you to peruert Gods word 
to your deſtruQion ? Tt is as much as to poyſon thy 
ſoule. Looke on their repentance : Zet fell of infirmi- 


tY, 
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Thefirſt Sermon. 23 
tie, and no doubt repented with much griefe: yer 
looke vpon Gods iudgement vpon that inceſtuous 
ſeed. Looke ypon Daxza,read the 38. Plalme, it made 
him crooked ; his finnes were as fire in hg bones , hee 
had nota good day to his death, butthe gricte of his 
ſinnes made him to roare out. Thou wouldeſt be loath 
ro buy his finne as he did. And as for the example of _ 
the thecfe : Firſt, the Lord knocked but once, by one 
Sermon,and he repented: but thou haft had many Ser- 
mons, and haſt had many callingsand cryings to thee, 
yet repentednot. Secondly, this is an extraordinary 
example, and there is not the like in all the Scripture 
againe. 'And the end is,that thereby we ſhould neither 
dceſpaire nor preſume: one, that we ſhould not diſpaire, 
and but one that we ſhould not preſume. This exam- 
ple is for all penitent ſinners, who vpon their repen- 
' rance may aſſure themſelues, the Lord will receive 
themrto mercy. - 

- Now ifthou canſt promiſe to thy ſelfe the fame re. 
pentance and faith in Chriſt that he had, then mayeſt 
thou promiſethy ſelfe the ſame felicitic hee now en- 
IOy CS, - 

Bur looke thou on his fellow, who had no grace to 
repent, and who hangs as an example toall impenitent* 
wretches to looke vpon, that they deſpiſe notthe mer- 
cy of God,nor reicct his call by vs,leſt it cometo paſſe, 
that when thou wouldeſt repent, thou canſtnor. To 
thee that doeſt ſtrengthen thy ſelfe in thy finne, ypon 
preſumption of mercy to other, I referre theeto the 
words that the Lord himſelfe ſpeakes, Deut. 29. 19,20. 


He that when he heareth the words of the curſe , bleſſeth peut. 1g, ug, 


himſelfe in his feart : ſaying : 1 ſhall hane peace, though 10. 
| Re 


24- T be firſt Sermon. 
doe walke according ro the ſtnbborneneſſe of mine owne 
heart , thus adding drunkenneſſe to v1 Lord will 
not be mercifull ynto him, but the wrath of the Lord,aud 
his ielowſie ſhall ſmoake _" that man, and enery curſe 
that is written tn this Booke, [hall alight upon him,&+c. 
Looke thou on this,and the like threatnings of God 
inſt ſuch as ſtrengthen their hearts in their ſinne. 
Thus much at this time, being loth to be ouer-trou- 
bleſome, referring the reſttill euening prayer. 
_ vs ptay for a blefling vpon that wee haue beene 
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Let there be no Fornicator or prophanc perſon as Ein, 
which for one re: 


4 ye: Ov haue heard in ent 
WORSE in Chriſt) the ſimme 
= and drift the Holy Ghoſt aimes 

FAY ar, which! - 5- — dehortati- 

on. therein W euery good 

3 Chriſtian from two great vices, 

which hee calles by the names of 

the rootes of Bitterneſſe;which are, 


Fornication and rope " 

Of the one: we haue ſpoken : itnow reſteth. wee 
ſpeake of the other vice he difſwhges them from. And 
becauſe I ſuppoſe the moſt of yet were preſentiin-the 
forenoone,I willnor ſtand tomakeany large repetition 
of that whichwasthen handled';:butonely of ſomuch 
a5 may. make 4-berter preparation to that which ſhall 
be now d ed, 

+ Youmuſtnote, that che Holy Ghol in ivdeho 
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26 The — * 
tion from this finne.of Prophereneſſe, propounds cle 


the eldeſt fonne of Tſar, for an example:and having ſer 
epi hah rj worden uld make inthe 
reading of ſuch exa les of Gods ſeueritie inScrip- 
rure; (andnot ro take t _ of Gad in wvaine, by ci- 
eherl1ghtly paſſing by them, as Kees no vſcarall, or 
elſe abuſing them ,” ro ſtrengthen themſtlues in their 
ſinncs, bf he exam ple of Co rtaalerdy's on others) 
we proceeded no anther in chemorning. Now I come 
to that which a0! 90-0 which is,the perſon thar is ſet 
forth as an ex2mple to all prophane men. lr is Eſas, as 
you haue heard, _ eldeft ſonne of 1ſaar. 

\Andrhis may ſeeme very ſtrange, that Eſa» ſhould 


| *heaman hatedof God before hewas borne, and thar 


he ſhould be hung vp, as an cxamp# to all prophane 
men to'take warning by./; Firſt, he-was honoura 

deſcended, for Abrahams was his Grand-father, & Iſaac 
was his Father. Secondly, he was aman whom God 


_ _ had bleſſed with grear riches,andone ofthe wealthicſt - 


in-allthe Countrey. Thirdly, we doe reade of great 
bleſlings to his poſteririe, forof him came fourteene 
Dukes,and were of greaz-account. Yea further, if yee 
reade in the booke of Geneſis, of his carriage and beha- 
uiour, you ſhall finde he had diuers good morall ver- 
rues and kinde parts in him,and ſuch as (Tam in doubr) 
_ _ _ hqftof, and any! 0 our ſclues _ 


ns u aro. ofa more -fouing, kinde, and 
cendderfdn onne to his father,then he was rand his Father 
rar loned him dearely, and more 'dearcly then he 
did 7acob. Secondly, how kinde was he tohis brother? 


who though he wene you afull ha aca www 
im 


wy angry 


ba 60 ny 
ene to performe hs la utie, and to fee him-buried, 
id hion ix grave; yee me read him banded fac 
CR 
| Againe as hea couctous man * Trucly no; as m 
ppeare in the ſtory when hemct his brother 4 


who fringhims hedid refuſe i,prore- 
: Fg d arguea minde yoide 
— as he proud? no verily: far a5 we 
read, .when his: Lethon cad he could no longerdwell 
together, hein courteſic gaue Sane ph lace to his yonger bro- 
ther: Whatwas his ſin ? was he a 
rer, an viurer? /Wedo- not read thathedid Yue in.any 
of of ce lenny, What then was his finne ? He 
man, andrherefore hated of God, and 


ſervpforaſpoaacierollthe world, 


' his kindnes was ſuch 


*: Fromwhence we. may obſerue for ourinitryQion.; | DoBl. 4. 


Howſocuer a man may have many remporall bleſſings, 
and morall yertues, yet being a ES 
only ſufficient wh bring ſoucre-puni ments ypon him, 
buthe carriesa pri as er rk I ſaya- 
gains, (and markeir) thoug ha man be come of amoſt 
norable deſcent ; ;though kind anddurifullo his pa- 
_ rents; though rich and wealthy i in regard of the things 
of this life ; yea, though he be contented, and be very 
humble ourwardly; yerifhe be prophane, he may car- 
ry the very brane pf 4 Reprobate. Sothat iris one of the 
greateſt finnes'in the world, to be prophane andiirreli- 
gious : yea,many Papiſts(Imeanethe fi w_ and igno- 


por vo ad, 


ofdimdi _—_ Ss. 
| his death, came many 4 G35 29, 


drunkard, an adulee. - 


A > mans 
Not 


| 


reonſaesof God in-Chrift, 


therefore cannot looke tobe: 


[| | Jen 3.14- 


Not that I Li 
own religion: 


and by "which weſhall attaine to 
in true rece 
the poore deceiued Papiſt is not in the 
he ſeeks other waies,anddepriues 


owneinuentions. Aida 
worſhip ſtockes and ſtonesjthe wo 


ſay,thereis more hope that God wil ſhew 
rhem,then to aprophane perſon; 
of ignorance, he of preſumption: witch: 


to tell thEkewes that they were capable of mercy; be. 


canſethey did it of ignorance; 
= + And 


more hope of ſuch ignorant perſons, 
kinde natures, that'is the way ro heauen. 


fied with religion; . 


- 'Wedoe nothold /as the Papiſts falſel Fro wy 
workes are needlefſe m7+rnedy xg) > - 


that o 


both know and teach, tha faith withourgood 
is dead; andiitiis a ſhame if Chriſfians exccede not 
worldlings: yer RT IE: vertues/ina man; 


Regen one alt b&ethoe#ts tis | 
for as there is bur one true God, fo q 
- > is bur onetrueway by which hee will be-worſhipped, = 


ſaluation; cg 

nt grant 

r *Y 'for | 
dvr th riph- 
þ eoing abourro efabliſh his 
y be Idolarers, and 
'ofmens hands, 
this way. Yer I 


y doc it 


this muſt mooue vsto hope well of 
our Anceſtors, who lined-anddyedinthe time 
- pery, whono doubtwouldnot haue fobclecued; if 
they had knowne it not to haue beene the truth which 
they profeſſed. Burthe: prophane perſon.cannor bee 
ignorant; butthar his courſe of life is ſinne; ;therefore 
therofthe pro- 
phane Arheiſt. Trisnormorall vereues, civitthoneſtie, 
Nay a man 


with theſe may be a miſerable nangeaiorpe! he be ſandti. 


ynto ' 


Preer 


464 
of Po- 


workes 


without 


Salomop fait imarkraſs arcasaring ofgold 
jo aGrinto fine, Honeſty and Iphone ons molt: p 
rious Iewels,: thathauethem without-reli 


on, are no betterthen ſwine. Example of egos 143. 


who was-accounted a. moſt-honeſtmarn in the 


r,a COMMmon frequenter, of the Tem- 
le fbeallzothe ,&c. yer our Sauiourtold him, 


DION 


he were regenerate and borne a new.:- that is, Except 
there were another narure mpongh ivhim, and lo be- 
comereligious. +. 


- The like example y we havens uhie Apoſtle Paul, avhe Phil.z.4.5.6, 
brag es of his eſtate by nature ,: ſaying! thatino-man '** 


boaſt ofoutward things as. 'hezzeitherofftocke, 
tribe,kinred;zeale,or righteouſneſle of the law::Ofrhe 
which he faies, 'he was warebakeable ::thasis; no man 
could iuſtlyderet him, or fay. fo-nibctiasiblacke was 
his eye. Burwhenthe Lord: mn trac religion in 
his hearc,he cries ſhame on:them andaccounts: all 
but dung.inreſpeR ofthe benefit that: comes /by yy 
on. 
. Wemnſtnotflatterourkearts with outiwvatd- clui- 
liry amongſt men, bur labour ro/approucthem religi- 
ous towards God, It is not our care: and:confcience 
of theſecond Table; will afford, vs one jorofcomfort 
to ſaluation;'cxcepr they beegroundedon 1 conſcience 
and reſpe&t of the, firſt: Table. Jris-nor out 
and freedome from pride,drunkenneſſe; who 
theft, vſury;{landering; thatwill be accepted of God. | 


F op bnghgbrenie exits, NnelGo 


nature,nor his morallyertues,: nor | 
hivciudfentaieivonkibciog hich to: heauen, (except + 


loue-: 


| » "ode 
children,a hating andabhorring che Fs of arts 
d departing from pAGFY en chat 
; Got of heart; the Lord by his 
thoſe that he; makes religious.: Yeaz'it 
vertues that canbe ay man, yeri 
be wanting, heis a ane. man ,; remaineth i in 
Marh,21.3s, the caſe of damnation. To this-endour Sauiourcalles 
the firſt table.the firſt and the greateſt.Thefrff, becauſe 
it muſt har 727 rrp the firſt place,and cl iefe roome, 
before our cating,ſlceping, mar: 6c. 
there muſt goe ſome ric of the firſt table. 
" The greateſt, becauſe _ protiheaty thereof will be 
_ grearerrhentheorther 

Now Grchenſofiblss Firſt,it teacherh vs to-make 
tryallin our hearts , whether we be infefted with this 
finne of prophancneſſe, ornot.. And though there be 
_ many and ſundry to try our hearts by, yer I will 
coment my felfe with foure things, beſides the chicfeſt 
of all (which. follows inthe next words to be ſpoken 
of). which the Holy Ghoſt hath ſer our and branded | 
Fſas withall. 

The firſt-is his behaviour in the matching: himſelfe 
in marriage,whercin he ſhewed his prophaneneſſe two 
waies:: Thetuſt, inthathedid Pot nur the.conſent 
of his parents, yea ſo, that it was S r__ to his father. 
The ſecond was, inthat in his matching, hehad nore+ 
ſpectro religion, bur married diuers wives which were 
contrary to him in yea. he takes to. wife the 
daughter of i/mael hn fora reprobate as 
wel m—— - This wasa figne ef otros, | 


Fe. 


Ge, 28.9. 
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and a'finne' ava als Londs'\ wrath” agink 
him, Gans «wo cauſedthe Lord to deſtroyrhe 
old world. And how many prophane Paremes haue'we 
atthis day; that hpmactels of their children, re- 
ſpeR money.riches,ſtocke, kindred,friends'be they Pa- 
piſts, Recuſants, yeanored drunkards, whoremongers, 
or vſurers, ſo rhey-may haue money, lands; or friends; 
er ova litele read of what religion they be.. 'Oh lamen- 

, tharafterſo many yeeres,pf the preaching 
of ing Goſpel ir our Land, men ſhould ſhewthent- 
ere vs prophan as ch their children with the 
enemies of Lord,andhel pero nouriſh the brood of 
Atheiſts! For whar is the op that there be ſo ma 

cheiſts in our Land #- Surely I ſpeake ir before God, - 
and his Angels, Idoe fully perfivade my ſelfe.they abs 
bore and bred by this wicked andaccurſed m 
| And you Parents,notethis fromme; the Lord in your 
care of the matching of your children, ſhewes a mani- 
felt ſigne of his purpoſero your: poſterit 7, Foricis your 
care princi ally ro match in the feare Shefepet poy 
ſpeQing religion then money, morethe loue of 'God 
then carnall friends ?'then it is'a ſigne'God hath'zblef- 
fing in ſtore for your poſteririe. If wee thar car- 


nall things be the marke you ſhoote at ;" and ſpecially of #6 


you darc- venter tro march with Gods: enemics;/and 
fuch as he hath wamed you of; T'proteſt coyou, it is 
a viſtb'e figne God hath wp oy roore'y youre: 
from vnder heaven), —_ | 
' And 'how”many prophane” yourhs Home" des #n 
this ng rothe an of their Raronts, chuſe for 
beamy and affeftion, and: not for-religion ? _ 
yongmen and maidets lookewith whom you! v; 
e 


P/a.128. 
13-3, 


2, T hing. 


P{al, 14-4. 


_ unthis, it ſhallbeſo, = 


Os » 


EEE 4 Bp 
c ourlabours, 
and children.: And though the would perſiwade 
youto je 7-824 bo , yeg marke what the Holy Ghoſt 
BicegLo.thes  ſha{ the man be bleſſed that feoreththe Lord, 
Thereby giying GA pregame howlocuer it is hard 
ro fleſh and:blood to waded- thereof, yer-the 
Truch/i ſee hath ſpo- 
keORe- 


-The ſecond thing: wherein his. toe re did 
appeare,w as.inchathe vied no prayers. For thou cone 
hadinſt rob Soom ire Frop yer, yet we 
regdhevhetyiaunyanes He had-good examples both 
of his Grand-father, his. Father, — his Brocher: yet 
doe.wenot reade that.euer hedid once pray. And this 
the Holy:Ghoſt deſcribes to be one property of a pro- 
-man, inthe booke of Plalmes, and of ſuch a one 
2s fair in his Sexe, There 55 #8 God - he calles-not ypon 
Gad. er tp nges that .never- victh to prays. faiesin 
his heart ahere us uo God 
 Andhow brandsthis many in this Citie for prophane 
men, who in their ke, neuer vc. — 
7. The-property of a:lincere Chriſtian is to 
PROLRg rayer, in three ſcuerall places, : The fs 
s at 2-4 regation. The ſeconds in his fa. 
milie.. The OE 4s inn where go cye 
| Roworpmger, whenhelcs other tlogkoa make 
fprayer, whenhe ſecs other iogengin, 
t 


The ſecond Sermon. 
 thencanhelift vp his hands and eyes toward Heauen: 

butin ſecret he hath no heatt to pray ; whenthe other 
is aſhamed that any ſhould ſee him at his ſecret praiers. 


Are not many faulry herein ? - God and your con- 
ſcience doe know you are. Then muſt I tell you, 


that herein you carry an cuident- ſigneof a prophane ' 


man, 


3. 


The third thing that didþſet out his prophanenefle, 3. Thing. 
was his raſh and vnaduiſed ſwearing, as appeares in the * 
booke of Geneſis , whocomming from hunting very 5925-33, 


hungry, turned into his brothers Tent, and ſpying a 
pot of pottage,asked him ſome ofthem to cate: where- 
upon 7acob ſeeing a fittime, demanded of him, to ſell 
him his birth-right; he preſently yeelded vnto him. 
Then, ſaith [acob, ſweare to me in token of the bar- 
aine;whereat, without any further conſideration, hee 
wore to him,and bound it with an oath. And how ma- 
ny thouſands in this Citie are guilty hereof? Leta man 
come into your ſhops , and dealc with cither Maſter, 
Miſtris, Seruant, Sonne, or Daughter, at cuery word 
comes out an oath. So likewiſe, there are many others, 
* who vſetheir oaths, as many vſe their Apparel], who 
to grace their bodies, (as they thinke) ger them cuery 
weeke a new ſuite of Apparell: So they inuent euc- 
ry weekenew oathes to grace them in their ſpeeches. 


What argues this , but meere prophaneneſſe, when * 


God hath gtuen them tongues , for the ſetting out of 
his honour, and they abuſe them, to the difhonouring 

of him ? > | 
The fourth thing, was his delight in wicked compa- 
ny, andin the ſociety of the vngodly, as appeares in 
the booke of Geneſis, how not content to tarry hen 
| * I is 


4. Thing. . 


1 | > Alls 2.49, 


4 Is Prinileder, 
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his father and brother inCanaan,he gets him to mount 
Seir,a moſt vngodly people. And how doth this be. 
wray many for prophane men atthis day, who take 
thcir felicitie in the company of ſwearers, drunkards, 
whoremonegers, ſwaggerers, and vile companions ? I 
-maruell how ſuch can looketo goe to Heauen ? For 
thinke they to keepe company here with ſuch lewd 
companions , and that Gowd will peſter his kingdome 
with them hercafter ? No, no: be ſure astheskin is 
on thy backe, or thy ſoule in thy body, that the like 
comparny.thou delighreſt in here in this life , with the 
like([ ſay)thou art ro dwell hereafter, For doeſt thou 
hope to haue fellowſhip with Saints in Heauen here- 
after,and canſt not abidetheir company here ? 


Bzloued, if any of you be guilty herein , labour in 


time t1 get out of it: there is no greater an enemy to 


fanRification then this, which cauſed the Apoſtle Peter 


to giuethis as a principall warning to thoſe conuertites; 
ſaying, Save your ſelues from this froward generation, $0 
ſay I, as you will auoid the marke of. a prophane man, 
faue your ſelues, and come out of the company of vn- 
godly wretches. Text. Which for one portion of meate 
ſeld his birth-right, In theſe words the Holy Ghoft ſets 
downe the fa&t thar branded him for a prophane man, 
viz, He ſold away his birth-right for one portion of 
meat. Irrequires firſt, we know-what this birth-right 
was;and then the price he had forit. As touching the 
birth-righr, you muſtnote, ir ſtood in divers priuiled- 
oes, el} clathy cheſe fue: Firſt, he was by nature heire 
ro the couenant, which God had made with 49raham 
his Grand-father,and ſo came to his Father Iſaac, who 
did meanc to hauc left it with Eſas; whiclt was : _ 
| | - GO 


' heefold away Gods bleſſings, and ſo procured the 
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God would be his God,and the God of his ſeede after 
him : Secondly, that Chriſt according to the fleſh ». ppriailetge, 
ſhould come gf him : Thirdly,he was heire to all his #Proireee. 
Grandfarhers,and his Fathers lands : Fourthly, all his © 
brethren and ſiſters, be they never ſo many, muſt in his 
preſence ſhew reuerence to him : Fiftly, hee ſhould ® nailer 
haue bin heire to all the land of Canaan ; and fo at his 
death, to the kingdome ofcheauen. Bur hee moſt pro- 

hanely ſold all this away. Now let vs heare the price. 
be ſold it for. No doubt heſo(d it at a great rate,truely 
for one portion of meate., Whar'portion was it? It was 
a meſle of portage : Oh prophane wretch, that could gu x5, ;4. 
find in his heart to fell ſuch a precious pearle, and to 

art with ir,at ſuch a baſe rate ! But this he did, and fo 
ligtuly did he eſteeme theſe heauenly bleflings. 

From hence we may obſerue this inſtrution: Who. 

ſocuer hee be,that hath his heart ſo glewed to the pre» 
ſent things of rhis life, as that he preferres them aboue 
ſpiricuall things belonging to ſaluation, is nor one'y a 
man of a prophane hearr, but hath a manifeſt figne 
of the curſe of God vpon his ſoule. Fxample we haue 
here of this prophane man, who preferred theſe tem- 
porall things aboue his birth-right, and ſold it away : 
And for what did he part itaway © why, forto fill his 
belly : What was the chiefe reaſon of his hunger ? 
his hunting ; hee had taken ſuch plerſure in his hun- 
ting, that he was an hungred, and fo to fiil his belly, 


curſe of God on himſelfe, and his poſteritie. Much 
like to many at this day,who haue their hearts ſoſet on 
their-pleaſureand profit, as thar they hunt the bleſſings 
of God from their ſoules, The Holy Ghoſt by the 

| ; © a: Apolllc 
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Apoſtle Paw! writing to the Philippians, ſers-downe a 


'F 24i.3, 19,20 marke to diſcerne betweene a wicked man, and one of 


Gods children; the one hath his minde fixed on carth- 
ly things : but the other hath his minde Uayly on the 
things that doe belong to faluation. A warning of this 
ſin harh our Sauiour giuen vnto vs, in that Parable ſet 
downe by the Euangeliſt Matthew : where comparing 
his Father to a ſuppoſed King,that married his Sonne, 
and madea Feaſt, and ſent his ſeruants to call them 
thar were bidden , but they refuſed, and preferred the 


. things of this life, before rhe Heauenly Banquet, and 


made their excaſes. But how tooke the King the ma» 
ter? he ſent our his men of warre, and deſtroyed them, 
and burat vp their Citie.In theſamecaſc it ſtands with 
vs at this day. God the Father hath married his Sonne 
Teſus Chriſt to his Church, at which he makes a great 
Feaſt : he ſends out his ſeruants the Miniſters to call 
you by the Word preached; to inuite you to come to 
the Sacraments; in which there is not onely offercd, 
bur really giuen to the worthy receiuer all the benefits 
that Chriſt hath purchaſed for his Ele : Now if wee 
contemne, deſpiſe, or wilfully negle& his gracious 
kindneſle, and bounteous liberality to vs herein ; pre- 
ferring the things of this life, before theſe heauecn] 
bleſſings ; what can we expe, but that iuſtly hee will 
fend our hardnes of heart, and impenitency of ſoules, 
vtterly to deſtroy and damne vs for ever? The reaſons 
why ſo many (er heauenly things at a ſmall rate, valew 
and lightly eſteeme them, are : Firſt, becauſe the im- 
moderate loue of earthly things, will keepe all loue of 
heauenly things out of their hearts : To which end the 
Apoſtle ſaith,!f ay avi loue the world, the loxe of the Fa- 


they 


% 
—_ 
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mindes, they ſhall ſee they bee moſt wretched, _ 
| TE | ind, 
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ther is not in him. Giuing vs to vnderſland that fich as 
haue their minds and hearts fixed onthe things of this 


life, cannot performe any ſeruice to God, which hee 
will delight in; according to thefaying of our Saviour 


Chriſt, No man cen ſerne two Moflers, bee cannn ſerue yajatay, 


God and Mammon. As if he ſhould haue faid, hee that 
ſets his heart onthe things pertaining to this life, can- 
not but make light account ofthe things pertaining to 


thelife to come. The worlds ſaid to carry two breafts 6m3, 14. 


in her boſome, which are,pleaſuse & profit, by which 
ſhe doth nouriſh many to damnation. When God did 
curſe the Serpent in paradiſe; for a ſigne of his curſe he 
told him, he ſhould goe vpon his belly : ſo it is a viſi- 
ble figne of Gods curſe ypon that man who hath his 
heart ſet on the earthly things of this life, as his mo.- * - 


ney, his riches, his vanitie, &c. A ſecond reaſon is, be- K*4/- 2. 


cauſe they feelenot the need they ſtand in of ſpiricuall 
things : they are like vnto the people which the Pro- 
pher Hoſea ſpeaks of ; who being calied to repentance, 
ſay they be rich,and haue found them out riches ; yea 
they boaſt there isno iniquity to befound in them: by 
which they doe meaſurethe fauour of God ynto them 
by their outward proſperitie. The like js ſet out by the 


Laodiceans inthe Revelation , who beeing threatned zeud.3.16,7. 


for their lnke-warmenes, anſwer they be rich, and in- 
creaſed with goods,and had need of nothing, and yet. 
were wretched, poore,blind,and naked. All which ſers 
downe the reaſon, many preferre earthly things before 
heauenly , becauſethey feele no neede they hanue of 
them : bur flatter their hearts with their outward pro- 
ſperitic, when as,if euer God do open the eyes of their 


F 3 


Hoſea 12,9, 


2+ Cor o2+ I4. 
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blind and naked. Sothart in their vnregenerate eſtate, 
as the Apoſtle ſaich, they cannot fee the neede they 
ſtand in of heauenly things. Daily experience we may | 
ſee hereof in many amongſt vs ; who if you offer them 
any temporall commodity , - belonging eytherto the 
backe,belly,or pleaſure, how ready they be to hearken 
0 you, and runneand ride with you jn hope to benefir 
their eſtate? Bur offer the ſame men any ſpiritual] com- 
modity for their ſoules, as — the word, receiuing 
the Sacraments, or fome worthy bookes to reade and 
meditate vpon, they turne a deafe eare, and will beeat 
no paines or coſt to entertaine ſuch an offer; and all 
becauſe they feele not theneede they haue thereof in 
their ſoules, 

' Arthird reaſon is, becauſe they feele no ſweeteneſle 
in them, Gods children are rauiſhed with them,which 
made Dasid to run to the holy aſſemblies, to meditate 


daily in Gods word : becauſe, as he faith, they were 


ſweeter then hony orthe hony-combe , of higher ac- 
count then the gold, orthe fine gold. So contrarily, 
this makes the other ro keepe them away from our aſ- 
{ſcmblies, ro negle& holy exerciſes in their families, as 
giuing of thanks before their meales, or any ordinary 
prayers iniheir houſes, becauſe they feeleno ſweernes 
in them,nor no profit nor gaine in them. 

The vſes weare to make-hence are : Firſt, that cue- 
ry one of vs examine our hearts if we bee not guilty 
herein , preferring the things of this life before the 
things of the life ro come, feeling nor. any great neede 
of them,or any ſweerneſſe in them;then are we men of 
077 rg hearts. And let vs know, though wee may 

einriched in the things of this life, yet a full __, - | 
| u 
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full coffer, a fatſhop, and alcane "ſoule is a ſigne of ?/ab106.15, 


Gods cuiſe. Which doth reprooue foure forts of pro- | 
phane men in our daies. While I name them, examine 
your hearts how it ſtands betweene God and your 
conſciences. | | 
The firſt are ſuch as ſcore at religion,and at all ſuch 
as are zealous that way:accounting them a ſort of beg- 
gerly fooles ; and this is, becauſe they ſee ir brings no 
rofit to, them, which makes them haue no care to 
Von the word preached,to pray,to readin their fami- 
lies; andſo they ſcoffe Chriſtians, and flour ſuch as 
make conſcience of holy exerciſes of religion, publike 
or priuate. T heſe are meere prophane men. -. 


The ſecond fort are ſuch as will comenow and then ,, $, 


to heare the word,and recciue the Sacraments, 8&:think 
Sunday a good day , andat Eaſter will come to» the- 
Communion, and now and then heare a Sermon ; but 
euery pelting occafion are content to yeeld vnto:. 
ſometimes they be ſicke; ſometimes they be lame; 
ſometimes it is too hot, ſometimes it is too cold, prefer- 
ring their pleaſure or profit before holy affemblies in _ 
the Congregation: Theſe men are like old harlots,that 
' paint their faces to ſeeme yongand freſh, ſo they pre- 
trend excuſes to colour their prophaneneſle. If there be 
any amongſt you that can be content Sabbath day af- 
ter Sabbath to fir idle ar home, or buſie your (clues in 
your trades, and ſuffer your places in your ſeates to be 
empry,for ſhame amend it :- and if it be nor of conſci. 
ence, yet to auoide the ivſttirle of a prophane man: For 
the property ofa new ſanctified man is, toſer all excus 
ſes, all reaſons, yea profit and pleaſure afide, for the 
nouriſhing of his ſoule : yearhe oftner he heares, the 
| more. 
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more he deſires; this Sabborh day maketh him to long 
for the next;rhe benefir he hath gotten ro his ſoule this 
Sabborh day,wwhetrs his ſtamacke againſt the next : but 
this is cleane contrary in a prophane man. 

The third ſort are ſuch,as can ſeeblefling in the word, 
and inthe ſacraments; they can make greatſhew of lo- 
uing the word, of entertaining of Preachers, &c. But 
yet though they haue liucd vnder afaithfull Miniſtery 
theſe 10.20.30. yeeres, haue little or nothing profited: 
And thar is ſeene, in that worldly things rule in their 
hearts, and carry the ſway. Thele are like thoſe our 


' Sauiour ſpeakes of, ſome haue bought farmes, others 


haue bought oxen,an other ſort have married a wife:{o 
that though theſe things be ſimply lawfull in them- 
ſelues ; yer of them being vnlawfully vſcd , are made 
meanes to alienate their hearts from the beſt things ; 
therefore they do deſerne the name of prophane men, 
in that they be content tovalue any thing in this life, 
aboue the things pertaining to thelife to: come + To 
which end our Sauiourtellerh ys, that he that hates not 
his father and mother for his ſake, is not worthy of his 
whereby he giues vs to vnderſtand , that 
there muſt bea readineſſe ir vs, to value ſpirituall ble(- 
ſings and ſpirituall exerciſes, aboue the deareſt things 
inthis life. 

The fourth ſort arc ſuch as thinke all well; and that it 
is ſufficient, inthac they haue bin at paines and char- 
ocs for ſpirituall things heretofore, bur now wax wea- 


- ry;they haue beene zealous, burnow grow cold; they 


haue taken paines, but now take their eaſe ; they. haue 
beene atcharges, but now they thinke it better ſaucd ; 
and that it will ſtoppe a gap in their owne families. 
|; | They 


They didioyne wirh ſuckas wereiforyardin religion, 
.davnowwith;Dewas, 'they nueiimbracedrhe world, 
2ridrirhedrofivinifh pleaſiites. Tfthis bewell exami- 
ned, tow'rhany amongſtvs are guilty herein; both. of 
vs itt the Miaiſtery, that bePreachers, and of you that 
behearers and profeſſors? May.it notbeſaid of many 
when they wore'Sehollers , andat cheitfirſt entrance 
into the Miniſterie, how painefull;how'carcfull, how 
Fairhfull in'their plates, by preaching, catechiſing, and 
other-dutiesy andhow:ſcafſe preach' motithly or quar- 
vo ouerito2d _ The like-may be ſaid 
by matiy of you, when ye were yong men, pren- 
es 4 Cntheder , youdid Hoke hoof tous 5 the 
Goſpell; 'you would rake paines to-runneto Sermons; 

you-xyould-haue! care'of- ſwearing ,/:and Tnade con- 
ſeieficeof a9'Oirh',and: prophaning'the Lords day : 

Butalas now in this Citie, how many religious ſer- 
uants;'are become-irreligious Maſters, and religious 
- Maidens ;/ become irreligious Miſtreſſes ! The Lord 

'open 'yatiteyes;thitſuch as know they be guilty, may 

13 2D1THHS., Y 


'repent,' 17423 


A ſecond vie hence, reprouesſuch as in one point of pe 2.® 


Eſaus prophaneneſſe iumpe with him, which is, in that 
. he was well content to part with his birth-righr, itne- 
ner did trouble him; his care was for the belly: ſo how 
manyarethere in our Land, both in this Citie, and in 
many places of the Country, can be well content to be 
without that onely ordinary ſinRified Ordinance of 
God, the preaching of the word'? and for world!y re- 
ſpeds, willingly ſabje@ themſelues vnder ſuch'a Mini- 
ſterie as ſhall ſtarue their ſoules 2. T doe ſpeake it chiefly 
in reſpeR of many of our Gentlemen, who o_ a 
WL9E2) | G aire 


Pſe. 3. 


Prou,22.6, 
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afairt houſe apleaſant airggallant-wals, before a faich- 


fill and painefall Miniſtetyzſo-they-may bhaverhe one, 
they reſpet hot theenioping'of- the Ether;: VWhariis 
this but prophaneneſſe ? - I ſay againe, if there be any 
here this day,Gentlemanor Gemlewomar, Knight'or 
Lady, thitfora faire houſe, pleaſant aire,fields, bames, 


paſtures, 2arden$; orchards, &c,.'6m-weillingly. depart 


this Citie,orfromynder a ſanGiified-Miniſtery, and be- 


rake their ſoules to an ynpreaching: Miniſter, and ſuch 


a-one as: they would ſcarſe put. in truſt ta-keepe their 


ſheepe ; they carry a viſible: agnepF the caſe of God 


vpon them z-and -here-I- entitle: their:names: amoneft - 


-the prophane crue. 


A third vſe hence teacheth al Parefits, as they looke 


to haue the bleſſipgs of Gad on theirpoſtetitie,'to take 


heed ofthis finne,and labour to be-telipious; and bxing 


. vp theit children in holy exerciſes. Therefore Sa/omn 


cries out ſo ofren to parents: 'teach thy ſonne, inſtruct 


. thy ſonne. Now how can they doethis,; which can- 
not teach therſelues?.. You cannat;Hoe greareriniury 


to your children, or be greater enemies to them,thento 
live prophane lives, Better is:the ſonne: of the vericſt 
begger in your City,being both religious, then-the fon 
of the wealthieſt man in-your Citie, being both pro- 
phane : for if thoube irreligious, thou haſt- done as 
much as [yeth in thee' to beget 'an hell-hound; and; « 
muſt be a ſupernaturall worke of "God to alter the na- 
ture of the ſame. _ $01, 

To you godly-parents that loye religion, -and hate 
prophaneneſſe. Art a'rich man, and rraineſt yp thy ſon 
im religion ? Be of comfort ; whileſt thou lTiveſt, rhou 
ſhalr hauc ioy; and when thou diecſt, thou ſhalt Ieaue 

os them 


them to one,thar islike long to enivyithem; Arbthoua 
pooreman,artreligioutifearing Gad, and walking ſin- 
gerdly andivprightly: yilahy:calling;.hallanany. chik 
dren,and nothing to leaue them? Beot goBdcomfort; 
thowſhalvldigachem vie blefſing'of God. I know it 
is hard formany'to belecue this, bur the Holy Ghoſt 
hath fpokewit; and leftit for vs mo.belecuc. Againe, to 
theerhas hafÞgorten gicavitore of gold,: goods, lands, 
liuings.- Arraprophane man ?:rhou mayeſt live with 
ſorrow enough;and dic thou fhalt with a» wofull hearr: 
DoeſÞthinkerthoſejgoodsand riches thou haſt ſcraped 
rogethier,. with _—_ the body, and |veritiing the 
ſoule tothe Duuelliſhall longibe cnioyed?' When was 
there ever any rich man,or where is any that can. come 
onrand ſay;heener faw the fourth generation of a pro. 
phate man proſper: No;no,theLord will curſe them, 
and blow-ypon them;rhey ſhallnotproſper. Iris reli- 
gion muſt bring the blefling of God yponthem., and 
their poſteritie. / 2 5: i Fre | 
_ me,youthatare childrtn,pray;praydaily to the 
Lord to warkereligionshearrs imyour Partgnts;and re- 
 toyce & be glad to ſee your fathers giue thanks before 
weales,and downeypon theirknees to prayer, before 
they goc to their beds; for thiswill tume to bleſſings 
vpon-you, if you be carefull to follow their ſteps ; and 
though thy father dye a begger, etaſſure thy ſelfe,he 


ſhal leauethee the bleſſing of the Lord. 7 haye bin yong 2/A.z7.15, 


(faith Dauid) and now am old, yet ſaw 1 neger the righ- 
rcom forſakts nor his ſeede begging their bread, not mea- 
ning that it was impoſſiblethata righteous mans child 
ſhould goe a begging ; buttharir is a thing thar is very 
rare, and that he. was now: foureſcore yeeres of age, 
adhd - G 2 yet 


yet he —_ java menc/ rage And: fo have:ma+ 
ay menlined. till ragy halen; of.great:yacres;;: Yar 
haue chey-feldome-ori notatially Ride any facd-thing 
cometopafie; 50 Snmitliouns:! orion hap 5; 
' Laſtly, ro ſuch athers as knaw.chay-halbhaue great 
poiſcfions left them hy prophane' Parents, and fuck as 
refer their creaſure,ehewpleaſtirezand eanbly things; 
7 2rpes {pirituall duries\t9 God ;:asexperience: in 
many,you ſhallſce them nener.carefull rogue, thanks 
at their mcales, neuer arevpon their knees nprayer in 
their families, bur are ſwearers, ,prophaniers of: the 
Lords Sabborh,vfurers,dtupkards them brem- 
ble ro be heires to ſuch wirerches :,'Forif it pleaſe; not 
Godto worke ſupernaturally on thee; thou maic{t not 
onely curſe the day thar-euer. thou waſt begotten of 
them; bur God ſhortly will ſweep either thee orching 
away withthe befome of his wrath. And once againe, 
Iexhort all you thatbe Parents;labour to.be religious; 
and to bring vp your childrenin godly education ; elſe 
you may feare IG all riot bec ſo ſoane 
rotten, asthe Lord wilt rotdnd roote out your poſts 
rity and name from vnder heauen. Le 8: gtge 
Text.v.17.For ye kntiw,how that afterward alſo whay 
he would have inherited the blesſing,hewas reietted. And 
now come weto the third point, whichis, to the pu- 
niſhment:which as you heard, is thteefald.The firſt is, 
a certaine griefeand ſhame thar he hadIefr 8 ſold his 
birth-rightaway. Secondly,how he would fainc haue 
had it againe, Craig outward fignes of Repentance; 
and labours to recouer it,” but allin vaine, The third 
is,that hauing wilfully loft the time of grace,he procu- 
reda perpetuall denyall of mercy. For the _s Eſa 
| ung 
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having thought hee; had made a good exchange with 

hisibrother, yet atlength come to fee theloſſe, and it 
mes him and-wounds him in his conſcience;that for 
baſe a price he had parted with his birth-righr z; bur 

all roo late: io —_ S | Fs LY 

1 Where wemay obſerue; howſoeuer prophane men D.g.6, 

doe muffle vp:their conſciences,: and on ood cx- " 

change to pane gin away: with ſpirituall bleflings 

for temporall pleaſures, yet a day will comethey ſhall 

ſee their loſle, :and it:ſhall vexe and torment themiin 

their conſciences, they hadno berter grace butto par 


with thematfglow-a! rate. As example of this: caſt- Gama 5,34. 


away, who arthefirſt comming from his hunting; and ; : >-./ 
having ſold his brother his birth-right (yea, partly in 


contempt,) it is ſaid, he-roſe merrily, as one that had ': 5 


when he perctiued his: Joſſe in comming to:his 6:m.27.34, 
father in hope ofa blefling,and thar his father told him 
he had bleſſed Tecob, and he muſt be bleſſed : rhen hee 
cries out; Oh bleſfemealfo father, bleſſe mee; as if hee 
ſhould haue faid,I hope his fubriltic ſhallnordifinherir 
me. Alas;I had but ameſſc of in my neede, and 
muſtT loſe birth-right, and bleſfing,and all ? Thus this 
wofull wrerch comes to fee his lofſe ; which before he 
made ſo light account of. Now his conſcience wounds 
him : Now the curſe of God pulls awaythe ſcale. of 
his conlcience,and he ſees his folly. The like example 
we haue of Balaam, who though he had liued a coue- 
tous wretch,and had lightly regarded+the way of righ=- - . . 
teouſnes, yer inthe end he wiſheth ro die the:deathi of 

the righteous : 'Euen fo many at this day z they ſpend 

their rime inthe varutie of the _— contemning = 

3 c 


—_ hee had madea good! exchange : bur-after- 
wat | 
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cal-and offerof* the Lord : negleRing and deſpiling 

many: holy.meetings, many ſermons,many facrameras; 

for to gine@little pleaſurezeaſe,andprofity accormung 
fuch-bur-foakes that run ro Sermons;Bur ler ſuch know 

the Lord will vacruſt that conſcience of.aheirs, and 

then they ſhall curſe their pleaſures, rheirprofics, their 
walking1n the fields, thavywere meanestg'draw: then 

away from our aſlemblicy in!the' congregationz-rhen 

wil they be ready to curſe themſelues they had no bet- 

ter grace, they could norſee theinfollies, but to prefer 

 _ their cauetoulieſſe, drunkenneſſe, whoredome, viury, 

+. © paſtimes;playes,&c; befbre the heaucnly. way of ſalua- 
Math,26,x5. tion. J#das thought he had ſped/wel-whenhe had gotte 
thirty pence for akiſſe : but when hee came to ſee that 

Mar.7.27, 34 he had fold hisfaluation for mony, he was.ſo wounded 
in his;conſcience;. that: hee could: not'reft rill: hee had 
4: =: --} boughtahaker and hanged himfelfe. And:fo will bee 
the ſtate of all prophane men z when the cruſt of their 

Pron.6.33, Conſcience is remooued, and they come to ſee their 
'Y  wofull change, they ſhall findeasrhe holy Ghoſt faith 
inthe caſe of adulterets © hee ſhall finde a wound:in his 

ſoule,that (without repentance) ſhall never be pur our: 

Reaſ.t. ; The rcafons hereofare: Firſt, becauſe the nobleſt 
parts of their ſoules are drowned, their indgements, 

their mindes; their wills and affeions; all which time 

their conſcience lyesaflcepe.Bur when God citherby 

his word or iudgements awakes them; their conſcience 

| ſtarts vp, and flyes in thetr faces, and they ſay to their 
«ing.s 1.20 inne,as 4446 ſaydto Eleh : Haſt thou found me & thou 
+? . mintexemier And fo however merecan'o lightly ſell 
away Gods bleflingsat ſo baſe a rate,” yet the ſinne of 
prophaneneſle will finde them our in the end, 


: © 
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. - A ſecond reaſon hexeof is, becauſe hereby God wlll F 
haue them toriuſtifie him in his iudgements,&ſay with _ we, 
}Adonibezek,, that God hath: iuſtly rewarded them for 
their prophanenefſe. And how doth this daily fall out 
m many; who'in time of Gods hand on them, cry out 
-ypon the loſſe of time;,-that they had-no pA ger 
then to ſell away their foules for pleafure, idlenefle, pa- 
 ſtimeand vanity ?: Yea, itis not the cry of all condem- 
ned perſons vpon the gallows,to cry out of their grace- z/al.51. 4 
lefſe prophaning the Lords-Sabbath.?; /Thps will the 
Lord þe1uſt when heſpeakes , and pure, when bgogr 
geth, ::So'that how euer! prophane' men-flatter,them- 
ſeluesin their gwne cyes,yea,and plead for theix finne; py, 
yerasthe holy, Ghoſt ſaith,their iniquity wil find them - 
out« And though they thinke that money well gained, 
and:thatrimewell{pent, thatis gotten withthelofle of 
godly exerciſes, yet ſhall they come one day to juſtific 
the Lord , when their prophaneneſle ſhall ftinde. them 
our.. Let vs:cometto the yics to be made hence. -....;. j 
And firſt; it ferues fora tervor to thoſe that doe bury 
their ſoulesivthe things of this life, as it is to be'feared 
too many doe inthis Cicie, who like Za, yea worſe 
then Ear, ſellaway in contempr many godly exerciſes 
on this day ,\ata lower and baſcer rate than he ſolde his 
birth-right : he had'ſome thing, bur they nothing but a 
little pleaſure; that. God knoweth ſoone vaniſheth a- 
way. Indas fold his Mafter for thirtie pence ; burthere 
aremany thirties inthis Citie, that will ſellchirty Ser- 
mons for:lefſ& than' thisxtie pence. Let vs come to. a 
moreneete examination of our ſclucs, and trie how 
guiltie wee are herein. And this will appeare more 
 plaine, by ſcrting down ſuch things as layd open Eſaw's 
XD: contempt 
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| contempt of his birth-right, The firſt! was his willing... 
.; nefſe to part from it /-and'ro be/ withaurit g:he- never 


ſtood long debiting the matter wich his brother ; bur 
well contentto depatt with it. Andfoar this day a- 
Honeſt vs,how many arethey thar witlingly 8&cheere- 
fally can be content to be wichoutthe preaching of the 


- word,and ſhrond themſclues where it1s-wanring! how 


it ſtands with'you, be Tudge your felues. Burt know, 
in divers places of the Country, many of our Gentle- 
men can well be'\content to-put'vp with quarter Ser- 
mons; 'yea, toffirue their ſoutes; and commirthe kee- 
ping of them' t6'thoſe who be'tmore fitter fora beetle 
and a wedge,then for any office in the Miniſterie : 'yea 
facther, they thinke too great a paines ,. and too much 
toile to ride but two miles on the: Lords day for the 
food of their ſoules; when the ſame men-cannotbee 
content, vnleſſe they haue two or three 'meales the 
fame day for the pampering of their bodies : ler ſuch 
knoy, herein he ſhewes himſelfe a prophane man.. / ' 

"Phe ſecond thing Eſau ſhewed his comempt in,was, 
his parting with it at ſo baſe aprice;Forwas'it ever read 
of any that ſold ſuch a pretious treaſurearſd low a rate? 
which was (as before you haue heard) the inherirance 
of his father 7/aac, and grandfather Abraham, yea, the 
podly & faithfull promiſes of God; $ chiefly the king- 
Gone ofheauen,and all fora meſle of potrage. We doe 
greatly wonder at this, and no'maruell. Yer there are 
amongſt vs that ſell away the couenant and promiſes 
madeto them in Teſus Chriſt;ar a leſſe ratethen a meſle 
of pottage; which they do accountatrifle. And what 
canſt thou make of thy pleaſure, paſtime, walking in 


the fields, idlenefle, ſleeping ?. and 1 rellthee they are 
, | farre 
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farre worſe then portage, in reſpe& of heauenly things, 
Isnotthisa erorlderſi thing, ork men —_— after 
the image of God, and ſpecially to aduance his honor, 
ſhould no more efteeme of the precious pearles offered 


| to themout of the Goſpell, then ſwine doe of Iewels 2 


Like che Gadarens , that eſteeme more of their pigges, 
then preaching : 'And like little children, that eſteeme 
more their rattles and bables, then they doe a bagge of 
gold. As euen experience ſhewes in many in-this 
your Cirie, that can walke in the ſtreets, and by the - 
Church-dores, andſecthe Preacher in the Pulpic ; yer 
in contempt can paſſe by , pr ſome worldly 
matrer befere the pearle of the Goſpell 


It may be ſome may obieR,and ſay: If they do,they 04;. 


be honeſt men, they go (I warrant you) about no vn- 


. honeſt ation. To which, ITanſwer : Say they beſo, 


and ſay they doe not : So I may ſay, that Eſaws catin 


_ ofhis pottage, was in it ſelfe no vahoneſt or vnlawfi 


at: yet if with Eſas, = doe in their hearts preferre 
their walking on their buſineſſe, before theſe holy mee- 
tings ; it argues their contempt to Gods ordinance,and 
ſpots them with prophaneneſle. 


 Thethird thing, wherein he ſhewed his contempt, e.7#jv: 


was the addition he made in parting with it, which was 
that vp6 the demand of 7acob his brother to him for it: 
Why, fayes he, Lo, Ialmoſt dead, what is then this 
birth-right to mee ? How like to this in effe@, are the 
ſpeeches of many of our ſwaggerers at this day? Come 
(fay they)let vs be merry , whileſt we may, Sorrow, 
hang ſorrow, when we be dead , all the world is dead 
with vs. Another ſort, in ſeeing Chriſtians out of an 


honeſt heart, goceto the Church to heare the word, 
BE H which 
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which is the foode of their ſoules, let them take their 
Sermons to themſclues, andthe diucll _ them good 
of them, for 1 will haue my pleaſure in deſpight of their 
hearts,and I will rake thetime whileſt I may. But God 
will one day waken the conſciences of ſuch prophane 
men, and it will wound and grieve them at theirhearts, 
that they had no better grace , but to. fell away their 
birth-righr, | 

A ſecond vſe hereof, ſerues for an admomition to you 
all, ro take heede you harbour not this finne, teſt you 
cometo ſeeir with griefe & ſhame, when it is too late, 
To thee then,that art priuy to thine heart, thou prefer. 
reſt this day the ſelling of rhy worldly commodities in 
thy ſhop,orthe working ſecretly in thine houſe (as too 
many of you do) of thy Trade and occupation before 
the holy aſſemblies ; Itell thee, accurſed is that game 
fo gatten. Take heede of three dangerous enemies,to 
draw thee to prophanenefle. The firſt is carnall reaſon, 
which will labour to withdraw thee from louec and de- 
light in religion;putting into thy minde, that as there is 
nothing gotten by being religious ; ſo there is much 
danger gotten by being too forward. The ſecond is 
the wdtld, which will labour to perſwade thee from 
being too preciſe and forward'in running to'Sermons, - 
for it will hinder thee of much pleaſure and profit, that 
otherwiſe thou mighteſt haue ; yea, andif thou looke 
notto it in time, it will bring thee to beggery : and 
that it is the property of an Infidell not to progide for 
wife and children. This is a dangerous enemic, and 
doth preuaile with many. | 

The third enemy is irreligious friends, theneerer the 
worſe, A religious yong man cannot haue a greater 

x Enem 
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enemy to draw him to prophaneneſſe, then an irreligi- 

ous Father,or mother,or brother,or ſiſter : A religious 
husband cannot hauea more peſtilent enemy to coole 
his/zeale and loueto religion, thenan irreligious wife, | 

Ser downe this for a certainty, youthat bee religious, 

that your greateſt enemies ſhall bethoſe of your owne - 
houſe char be irreligio.s, | 

A third vic hereof is, to inconrage vs all to goe on pe, ;, 

boldly in our profeffion , notwirhſtanding the ſcoffes | 

and taun.s wee ſhall have of proph:ne men. Oh let 

them alone,this is their time: Ge howfocuer now they 

dotlaugh atvs, toſee vs looſe ſo much pleaſure and 

profit,as they think we might ger;yera day will come, ,,,, 

the Lord himſelfe will laugh at them,to ſee their folly, © 

 Tothee that ſcorneſt and mockeſt at ſuch as ſerue the 
Lord in finceritic of hearts if a mm ſhould call thee 
villaine and foole, thou wouldeſt bee angry : bur the 
holy man [ob ſayes chou art ſo:and all ſuch as thou art, x, ;o.s, 
Of all the markes of a caſt-away, one of them is tobe 

rainted with the finne of ſcorningar a godly man, for 

his ſeruice to God. It was the marke,rhat /ſ* ae! was gen. 21.9. 

branded withall, and ſent him to Hell, becauſe he was 

a mocker of Iſaac. I tell thee, God accounts he hath no 

greater enemies then ſuch : As example of the meſſen. 

gers that came from .Ahaziah, who in mocking ſorr 

flouted the Prophet, calling him in ſcorne, Man of 

God, but were puniſhed with fire from heauen, The 

like we reade of 42. Children, that were deuoured of 


1,24 


two Beares, for mocking Ef:ſha, the Lords Prophet, HY 9.10, 


Bur hearken thou what the Lord faith, which is, That * 
he will whet hs elittering ſword,c3 his hand ſha/ take hold Dext 32.4, 
oniudgment, & execnte vengeance on his enemies, & will 

T H3 reward 
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| Gmn.47.34.38 


reward them that hate we, Amongſt which enemies, in 


' one of the chiefeſt number he accounts a ſcorner. 


Text. He was rejetied,for be found no place, c.Now 
followes the ſecond degree of his puniſhment ; which 
is, how he labours to obtaine it.againe ; yea,he goes ſo 
farre, that he weepes for the lofle of it, yer all in vaine. 
Whence weare to obſerue for our inſtructio; that ma- 
ny aciuill man may goe very farrein outward {ignes 
and ſhew of repentance, yet liue hated of God. This 
leflon is wel to be marked of vs, becauſe there be many 
at this day which live amongſt vs, who if they canper- 
forme any outward ſhew of repentance, as to figh, or 


| jones and ſpecially to ſhed teates ; doethinke they 


aue waded farreinr e. Bur wee muſt learne 
that it is not outward ſhewes will ſerue; for reprobates 
may gofarin ſhewes of ſalvation, yer ſhall come ſhort 
and neuer obtaine it. Confider of] Eſas, in ſeeking the 
bleſling : he went to his Father, he fell vpon his knees, 
he cryed out for very griefe, he was aſhamed hee had 
ſolightly,8 ar ſuch arate paſſed away his birth-right ; 
he wept, heſhed teares. Who would haue thought 
but this repentance had bin ſound 2 Did either Mary, 
or Peter, or the Theefe.in outward ſhew goe any. fur- 
ther,or much beyond him ? Yet theirs was true repen- 


' tance, and —__ of God; but his was'counterfer, 


and he, and it, both reieted. Example wee haue of 
Orpah,the ſiſter of Ruth , how ſhe went farre in ſhew, 
the leaues her countrey,ſhe traucls along,ſhe weepes as 
well as Ruth, yet in the enda few words and reaſons 
perſwade her to turne backe : So there are many can 
make a faire ſhew in matters of Faith and Repen- 
tance,but cither carnall reaſons, or irrcligious friends, 
| - or 
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or one thing or other drawes them quite away. This 


appeares in that vnpardonable fine, where is ſhewed, 4.64, 


how,firſt,they may be inlightned with vs,indued with 
knowledge and vnd ing of the word thar hath 
beene preached vnto them. Secondly, they may taſte 
of the heavenly gift ; that is, they may gladly receiue 


the word,and reioycein it; as our Sauiour deſcribes in 2% 3.13. 


the parable of theſeed caſt into ſtony ground. Third- 
ly,they may be partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, that is, of 
; rs graces of the Spirit, as namely, lightned with 
knowledge, and ioy in their vnderſtanding, as alſo of 
gifts of preaching,of rongues,and the like. 
Fourthly,they may taſte ofthe good word of God, 
that __—_ may not only knowGod by the law, which 
is fearefull to the ſinner ; but by a more ſweete vnder- 
ſtanding of the Goſpel, which ſaith,Come vnzo me all ye 
that trauell and be heany laden , fo calling it thee good 
word of God,asthat glad tidings of faluation. 
Fiftly,they may taſte ofthe powers of the world to 
come,that is,they may know and confeſſe that the end 
of the Goſpell is eternall life to all that faithfully be- 
leeneand liue in it. Thus may we feehow farre ſuch a 
one as may commit the finne againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
may go and make ſhey in the way of faluation. Ano- 


ther example we haue in Herod, who is ſaid to heare * 


John Baptiſt, yea farther, he heard him gladly, yea he 
did reverence him : yea,which is more, hee reformed. 
many things by his preaching to him that before were 
-amitle ; yer caſt away and forſaken of God. So avery 
caſt-away may oc farre in many things : As firſt in his 
calling,he may heare the word, he may vnderſtand ir, 
aſſcne ro it,ioy init, practiſe ſome duties commanded 
| | 2+ | by 


3 
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| by it, yet tobe but a ſauour of death vnto death to him. 


Secondly,he may go farre in faith,he may belecue the 
word, beleeuethe promiſes of the Goſpell, beleeue 
Chriſt died forfinners, yea and hope he is one of them 
that Chriſt died for, yer profit him nothing. Thirdly, 
he may go farre in repentance : for he may confeſle his 
ſinnes, he may feele prickes in his conſcience, he may 
haue a ſorrow in his heart for them, he may weepe and 
ſhed rearcs forthem, yea, he may promiſe to amend, 
yea,make ſome ſatisfaction for wrongs done, yer be 
farre from ſaluation. Fourthly,he may go farre in out- 
ward (ſhew of an holylife ; he may bea iuſt dealer, an. . 
ordinarie goer to the Church,a good pay-maſter,a re- 
lecuer of the poore, a bountifull. houſe-keeper : yer in 
the end for all theſe you may goeto hell. 

A reaſon of this doctrine, that hypocrites can goe 
fo farre inthele, is, becauſe ir pleaſeth him very well ro 
make a faire ſhew, forthat vſually they be grounded 
ypon worldly cauſes, that likes him well ; aspraiſe of 
men, or pleaſure, or profit and gaine: and the diuell 
will be ready to flatter him , perſwading him he muſt 
needs be ſaued; for that there be many that hope of 
faluation that comeſhorrt of his eſtate. ; 

Now letvs ſee what vie weare to make of this duty. 
And firſt, it teacheth vs not to content our ſelues with 
outward ſhewes,nor inward motions, vnleſſe they pro- 
ceed from the ſpirit of ſanRification. And thar this 
may be the more profitable to vs, I will handle two 
things: The firſt,to ſer ſome differences betweene ſuch 
as may haue the foure former gifts, yet not be ſanifi- 
ed vnto them. Secondly, to ſer downe foure ſanctified 
races, which no reprobarte can attaine ynto., on = 

| rſt: 
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firſt: You haue heard how he may be called,and what 
therein he may performe : bur here he failes, he can- 
not yeeld willing obedience to all the commande- 
ments of God, his calling is not effeQuail to worke in 
louetoall, an obedienceto all ; he will diſpenſe with 
ſome, | | 

Secondly, you heard how farre he may goe in faith: 
Bur tIfe ele gonot only ſo farre, but they goe further, 
which hewanteth , and that is, an aſſured perſwaſton 
in his heart, that the promiſes of the Goſpell, ſpecially 
do belong to him; andthat Chriſt died for him, and 
he applies him , with all che benefirs of his paſſion to 
him,and to his ſaluation. This is not taſting of Chrift 
and his merits, bur it is feeding on them, and fo are 
nouriſhed to ſaluation, | 
* Thirdly, you heard how farre they may goe in're- 
pentance: bur they want the pith and the marrow 
of rrue repentance, and they faile , ſpecially in three 
things. | 

The firſt is, inthe ground of true repentance. The 
reprobate, he ever lookes vpon the ſhame and puniſh- 
ment his finne wilt bring him vnto : but the Eled, hee 
lookes euer to the loſle of Gods fauour and loneto- 
wards him : The one -lookes vpon himſfelfe diſtreſſed, 
the other looke:h on God offended. 

The ſecond is,they faile inthe purpoſe. For the pur- 
ole and promiſe 'of amendment of the hypocrite, is 

tin his tongue; by which he will promiſe much : 
As thePropher ſuith s You faid,you would not tranſores, 
but yet you off:r to your Idols, & arreve me with your £ns, 
And thelike che Proph-r Dan'd ſaith of rhe Tſraclires in 


It 
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the Plalmes,When he ſlew them,they ſought him, c,Bar Felt 36. 
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the purpoſe of the other is not ſo much in his tongue, 
35 in his heart, he doth carry an vnfained purpoſe in kis 


-hearttoamend, and he doth endeauour in his life, ne- 


uer to fall into the like ſinnes , which before hee did 
liue in. | 


Thethird is,they faile in the time. The time of an - 


hypocrite is for a fit, like a morning deaw. For when 
God remooues his puniſhment from them, they pre- 
ſently remooue their repentance from him : but the 
time of the other is daily and continucth : yea cuery 
day, they make it aday of repentance: Andas they 
doe renew their finnes, ſo doe they renew their re- 
pentance. 

Fourthly,you heard how farre the hypocrite might 
goein outward ſhew of ſanRitic and holineſle of life : 
But the Ele& contents not himſclfe with outward 
ſhewes to men; but labours and ſtrives, that his ſecret 
ations may be aſwell approued ynto God, as his out- 
ward aQions with men. And thereupon is as fearefull 
to commit ſinne.in ſecret as openly ; yea, as fearefull 
to commit ſinne in his ſecret cloſer, as in the open mar- 
ket place. | 

Now followes the ſecond thing, viz. To ſet you 
downe foure principall ſandified graces, by the which 
euery one of ys may iudge of his cſtate to ſaluation. 

The firſt is, he will ſuffer no ſinne to raigne, andto 
domineere in him, that is, he will notliue with delight 
and willing conſent in any one finne whatſoeuer, be it 
neuer ſo pleaſurable or proficableto him. And this is 
commonly in cuery man that is not regenerate, Thep 
ba: | aue 


it followes preſently : Bus they flattered him with their 
month, and diſſembled with him with their tongue, Bur © 


7 ey 
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hauethe ſeed of Gods Spiritin them;therfore they can . 
commit no ſuch ſinne, They may finne of ignorance, . 
Pe knowledge, and of prefumption, bur yer it ſhall 
aue no dominion ouer them, they lie not in it, or de- 
 lightinir, but trauelf, andtakeno reſt, till they beat 
peace with God in their hearts by prayer, and doe 
nor giue ouer,till rhey feele aſſurance of 9 | 
The ſecond is, an holy combar and fight : for the E- 
leRare partly flcſh, yp partly ſpirit, and thefe twoarc 
as oppolite as light and darknes , ſtill ſtriuing and figh- 
ting inthe regenerate,to ger the vitory. I grant there 
is a kind of ftrife and-combar in the vnregenerate man, 
but that is betweene the heart and conſcience , 
the committing ſome groſſe ſinne : but the other is be- 
tweene the mindeland the minde,the will and the will, 
the affeRion andithe affeRions, the regenerate part, 
againſt the vnregenerate ; wr , and this daily vpon the 
tempration of any fin, this is perceined by their 
carriage,both before the finne, in the temptation of it, 
in the a of ſinning, and after the ſinne committed. 
Before the finne-haled and pulled to it,their will partly 
vawilling, and partly willing ; the minde partly ſeron 
it, and partly againſt it , the affeRions partly liking of 
' Ir, andpartly hating it. Now if the varegenerate part 
get the viRorie , and they fall into the at of ſinning, 
they finde a terror and feare, and a very vnwillingnelle 
init. So the at being committed (as you heard be- 
fore)they haſten out of it, he gets him into one corner 
or other, he cries,he weepes; he fighes, he grones, that 
hehath offended 6: louing a Father, intreating God 
that he will aide him by his Spirit, ſo as heneuer fall 


 Intothelikeagaine, 
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, rence of Scripture,{inging of Pſalmes, or the like. In- 
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The third is, that yponany-correcting-hand of God 

ypon them, and eugnthen- when: he puniſherh ſore, 
whereby he ſeemes to-frowne vpon them;rthey can.run | 
to him in prayer, & make their mone to him : as exam- 
ple of Dauid, who cryes qut; 0'Lord rebuke me not in 
thine anger neither chaſten me in thy diſpleaſure: Though 
the Lord ſeeme to.be angyy by affliging of them; yer 
they runneto him astoa Father. It. greeues. them. to 
ſeerheir Father diſpleaſed': being like to a.louing ſon, 
who'greeues to ſee his Father angry :. yea, euery wrin- 
kle itt his Fathers brow makes him ta feare ; yer ſo, as 
that itis grounded on lanie;and therefore nunnes vpon 
hisknees to himr for pardons, !So is it with Gods chil- 
dren, though their Farher chaſtiſe them wich heauy 
and bitter afflitions, 'yerthey.runto.their Father with 
this perſwaſton; that thoughthey: baue failed in the du- 
tic of a Sonde;\yiet he cannot faileinthe affection of a 
Father. 'Contrary rothis,the hypocrite and varegene- 
rate man; vnder Gads heauy hand vpon him , or his. 
wife;children,goods,&c. he ruancs from God, fleeing 
from him as from a Tyrant,afhd betakes-him'to his mo= 
ney,friends,ſports,and merry companions: yea,to wit- 
ches,conivrers, wizards, or any valawfull courſe, if 
they have hope of releefe. wha; gd wy] | 

. The fourth, is 2 toy and delight to meete the Lord ; 
in thoſe places, and by thoſe meanes he doth vſually , 
meete his in. Iris true, Gods preſence is inall places, 
bur yer he is ſaid tro be more ordinary preſent in thoſe 
places where his word is preached,wlere there are ho» 
ly and religious exetciſes, of prayer,meditations,confe- + 


deede, hypocrites will come to Church, butt is = 
| | wit 
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with ioy, and with delight; it/is not of conſcience to 
meete the Lord, to hearken whathe faithamto: rhem, 
.ahdiro put it in praftife intheir: lines; bur rather ſome 
worldly bufines driues them, or for cuſtome, orneigh- 

bouthood,or to auoide the name of a Papiſt;:: .1-* 
A ſecond vc hereof,! ſerues forthe reproofe of two 


= 


ſorrs of Hypocrites,and firſt, : 01 510 


- Thoſe who rake theinſclues good: Chriſtians, and _ . x, 


. in good ſtate, if they liue a ciuill life, efpecially, if they 
can make a-faire ſhew of loning religion, ': and cantalke 
'of it, though their conſcience accuſe them 'ofifome fin 


they do live in,and they'canifay to: themſclues, as' Loz Gmmry, 


ſaid by {o4r,Oh,is4t not a little 'ones Bur harken'to me, 
thou thar-thinkeſt it a ſ\mallmarrerto line in-one : T'rell 
zhet, tjucand die impebirentithar one;ahd iowvill bee 
«hy; deſtryRtion.Did-not Herdd take outward ſhewr of 
many. things 2 _ yet becauſe he would notleauethat one 
ſinneof inceſt; God caſt him off,and reieted him: I tell 
thee; onehole in aſhip, will .in-aſhorttime ſinkeithe 
wholeſhip./Fellme;thou that with thy outwirdholts 
nes liveſt an vſurer;a drunkard, a carelefle wretch:/, da- 
reſt drinke but'one dram of poyſon?*ſo one raging fin 

will bring thee to hell. © + <:#}21 
| Theſecond\ſortarethoſe, who hauing ſinned, and 
live in ſome raging ſinne, yet if they carnow andthen 
thruſt out a few.teares,think it good repentice, & haue 
repented inan high degree, Bur. alas, they bee much 
deceined, for their teares bee bit-hypocriicall. And 
that appcares, -in that either they beſhed in aduerfirie, 
as vwere,Sanls,Indzs,Efawus, or elfe in the Congregation 
at the Sermons,as hypocrites do;but in their cloſers or 
in ſectet,they cannot{hed one teare.I tell thee, decciue 
I.2 not 
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not thy ſelfe, for teares be no more ſignes of true repen- 
tance thenate words. - 4 


timeof mercy ſo light, he is now denyed, thoug 


Text;'He mas reieffed, Now followes the third de- 
grece ofhis puniſhment , which is, that hauing = - 

cc 
victhmeanes to obraine ir. The date is our, the glaſſe 
is runne, therefore no meanes will preuaile. b 

Whence we doelcarne, that ſuch as by their pro- 
phaneneſle doe wilfully refuſe the offer of Gods mer- 
cy,and doe preferre theirpleaſures and profits before 
ic,may run ſo far; that allrhe meanes they can vic 


' neuerobtaine mercy atthe hands of God. [ fay, as 


there isa time in which the Lord will wooe —_ 
ſends his Miniſters to.intreate vs : yea, hee will chide 
and c te the marrer with ys, why wee will nor 


. acceptof his mercy: ſo there is,and will be'rime,thar 


after the refuſing of grace, and contemning of 

offered; the Lord will ſhut vp and bolt vp the gare of 
mercy,fo as he will not bee intreated at our hands any 
more. This is prooucd to'vs by the Propher Dawia, in 
one of the Pſalmes, where he exhorts the people, rhat 
they will take and accept, of the time the Lord offers 


_them,leſtir cometo paſſe by their contempt, and refu- 


fing the time of grace, the Lord caſtthem off,and reicet 
them. I deny not,but that in reſpeR of vs,rill God haue 
manifeſted his wil,there is hope; but in reſpet of Gods 
ſecret Decree, the time of Gods mercy may bee out, | 
euen during this life: therefore when mercy is offered, 
we muſt take heede we wilfully contemae it nor, left 
we prouoke the Lord to be gone,and vtterly reict vs. 
One of the fearefulleſt ſignes of a caſt-away is,to delay 
and put off the Lords gracious offer of mercy, as _ | 
read 


» 
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read of Pharaoh, who when Moſes offtred himſelfe Faud8,9,10: 
to pray to the Lord for him, he pur it offrill the next 
morrow; fo hee that hath the graces and mercies of 
God offered him ro day , and puts zhem off from his 
your to his age, and from his old daics to his death- 

ed,may iuſtly feare an vtter reieQion,cuen then when 
he hopes of moſt comfort. For the further preſſing this 
do@rine in our conſciences, let vs obſerne ſome places 
of Scripture. And firſt; letvs ſee whatthe Lord ſaith 
| toſuchas deſpiſe Wiſedomes call, being of three ſorts: 

The firſt, thar like fooles c6tent chemiAnes with igno- * 
rance:The'ſecond,that ſcoffe at the Lords offer by his 2 
ſeruants: The third, which are carried away by their , 3 
owne luſts. Becauſe I have called, and ye r r "Hole. nt 

ſretched out mine hand and none would regard. And then ,.,,..,_ 
ſhall they call vpon me,but I will not anſwer: they ſhal ſeek 

me early but they ſhell not find me, Noting, that the 

refuſed the time in which he called, ſo they ſhould call 

in hope of mercy, but they ſhould not abraine. The 

like we read, how the Prophet Efay, calling Teruſalem 

ro repentance,in ſackcloth and aſhes for their fins, ſhe £/4.23.12,3 
fell to ſporting and feaſting, deſpifing the Lords meſ- | 
fage and offer of grace by his Prophet : what came of 
it:you may reade prefently,thar their contempr com- 

ming tothe Lords eares,he anſwers : Surely,this miqui- 

tie fhal nor be parged from you tillye die ſaith the Lord of 1 
hoſts. Giuing themto vnderſtand, that ſeeing they ſer 
ſolight by the admonitions of the Prophet, there 
ſhould be [ef themnotime to repentin, till hee had 


deſtroyed them. Bur of all the places of Scripture for 
this purpoſe, let vs ſee what the Lord ſaies to Teruſa- 
by his Prophet Ezechie! : Becauſe, faith he, I would 

; I s - haue 


lem 
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haue purged thee,and thou waſt not purged; T hon fhalt wot 
be purged,til I haue canſed my wrath to light, pon thee. 
Marke this place well, which may terrifie'our heartsgat ? 
we carry not the hearts of Tigres. In which the Lord 
teſtifies not onelFro:them , butto vs, That when by 
all kind meanes & loving allurements he offers his, ta- 
| uour, and wee obſtinately refuſe :Jet vs be ſure of it, 
when wee would ' haue mercy and fauour from him, 
though we begge it.cry,howle, he will deny it vs. Oh 
that the lamentable [ peRtacles of ſome might bee war- 
nings to vs, who in their lifetime haue heard the Lord ; 
by his Miniſters.call, ro them, and intreated:them to i 
leaue their ſinnes, chiddenthem,threatned them, but £ 
all in vaine,they haue ſtopped their eares, and hardned 
_ their hearts : But beeing come to their bed of death, 
and the time come they muſt depart this life(Ifeare to 
| ' a worſe) they haue cryed, howled,yea,knocked 8&bea- 
[_ ten their heads to the bed-poſts,my ſelfe being witnes: 
| yet could not ſhew any figne of receiving one drop of 


MINS has WL pr 0 


bl comfort fromthe Lord. And hauing bin exhborted to 
li pray andcall onthe Lord formercy; -could not ſay ſo 
much,as, The Lord haue mercy vpon me. And whar 
know we,what our eſtate ſhall be, if we weare out the 
i time of mercy ? Thereis a time ſet vs, in-which wee 
| may repent ; but beeing deſpiſed and out:runne, there 
isafter no houre to obtaine mercy. And the reaſons 
hereof are ſpecially three. " 
[ The firſt taken from God, who becauſe it proccedes | 
'' Reaſ.z3. frombislotetooffer mercy, it muſt needs ſtand with 
| his iuſtice, ro puniſh the wilfull contempt of it with a E 
| perperuall deniall of mercy. X 
Reaſc2, The {econd-from Sathan, who by contemning and 

_ . neglefting *» 
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negleting the Lords'gracions offer of mercy ,' gers 
great aduantage of vs; 'and/herein-makes 'a way for 
fuch finnes,as hardly in time we can repent vs of. 
The third is from the nature of this finae, which Reaſ. 3. 
hatcheth three horrible ſinhes : for delay breeds cu. 
ſtomez. cuſtome,breeds ſecuritiezand fecuritie breeds 
impentencie. A drunkard we ſe&is more cafily reclai- 
med from itat the firſt, then when he hath gottena cu- 
ſtome of ir. And hencEit is, the Lord by his Prophet 
doth note ita thing impoſſible, in reſpet of humane 
power, to leauethoſe fins whichare cuſtomably'com- 
mitted, ſaying, Ca the Blackmoore change his skinne, or 1 13-3+ 
the Leopard his ſpots? then may ye alſo do good that are ac- 
goo to doe enill, Oh beloued,let vs rake heed of de- 
piſing.the Lords louing and kinde offer of mercy, leſt 
he be angry,and ſo we doe/periſh in his wrath, - ' ©. 
Now letvs come tothe vies of this doctrine. You Fr. 
cannot deny, but the Lord hath long time offered con- 
ditions of peace : And that he hath ſent vs his ſeruants 
earely and late to call vs , to intreat vs to be reconciled 
to him : he hath ſtood long at the doore knocking to 
be lct in, But whar ofall this © hath not-cuſtome of ſin 
bred ſecuritie, and fecuririe impenitency ? fo that it is 
to be feared the date of Gods mercy is neere at an end. 
How ſhall we try this ? Looke in the courſe of the 
Scriptures, and you ſhal finde it ſo, when the Lord hath 
long continuedthe meanes of ſaluation, and the peo- 
ple little or nothing profit by ir. And how may this 
terrifie vs, who haue enioyed his word in peace at hand 
noi tacſe 50. yeeres ? and who ſees not the licle or no 
profit is come therof ? Andthat this is ſo,will appeare, 
# we examine it by theſe twothings that will _— 
| where 
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where the people doe profit, by the meanes, that is, 
knowledge and reformation of life, _ . ; 

And firſt, as rouching knowledge - Come to many 
in this Citic, who haue lived ſome 20. ſome zo. ſome 
theſe 40. yeeres, yet are very ignorant, euen in the 
principles of religion.. You canſay (it may be) God 
made you,Chriſt redeemed you, 8&c. But to what end 
did God make you,or Chriſt redeeme you, you know 
not;bur there are many as blind as beetles. And as this 
istoo true we een, — is it moſt rm inthe 
Country;where you ue in many places,not one 
of twenty to yeeld a good reaſon why they ſhal not be 
damned ; yea,they know no more the rightway to fal- 
uation,nor how they muſt be ſaued (ifeuer they be 
ued) then the verieſt idiot that euer was borne. An 
to ſay the truth, how can they, when they are content 
to be led to hell as a man leads a dog ina ſtring, accor- 
ding to the ſaying of our Sauiour Chriſt, 1f the blinde 
yas bs blind, they ſhall both fall into the ditch. 

So for the ſecond point, which is reformation of 
life: Ipray you rouſe yp your hearrs,and examine your 
lives, what reformation there hath bin ſithence this 
Laſt extremitie of froſts$ the like I thinke was neuer 
heard of: hath any of you left your pride, your drun- 
kenneſſe, your whoredome, your vſury,your bribery ? 
and God be witneſle betweene you,and your hearts of 
this. And thinke ; wp the Lord will continue wooing 
and intreating vs ſtill? No, no; If his word can doe 
lictle good amongſt vs, how can his iudgements profit - 
vs? The Lordin minding to ouerthrow a people,doth 


commonly ſend before him three arrowes of deſtructi- 


on,famine,plague, andthe ſword : of two of them our 
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Jand hath of late had her part: And that we charge 

not God fooliſhly ; if we marke it, we ſhall finde our 

land polluted in a high degree with thefame finnes, for 

which the Lord hath-puniſhed both {fac and tuda, 
with the former puniſhments. And firſt for Famine, Femme. 
we finde the finnes that did bring it, were eſpecially 

theſe three. 12; 

The firſt, raſh, ſwearing, and breaking of their oaths. þ, 
Now if wetake a generall ſuruey of our ſtate, we ſhall :.5.», 21, 
finde that becauſe of oaths our land ſha maurne, for 
the Name of God inno age was ſo blaſphemed, ether ,, | 
in Iſrael or 1eda, as it is in this finfull Land. We finde | 
that many times, they would rent their garments, in 
hearing the Name of God blaſphemed, which if we 
ſhould doeto heare the Lords name ſo rent and torne, 
in the mouthes of prophane men,in ſhops, Ale-houſes, 
Tauerns,Markets, Faires, we ſhould neuer haue whole 
clothes on our backs, 

The ſecond (in brought Famine, was epprefſion of 2 
the poore. And how guilty weare herein, the cry of 4-8. 4,5, 
widowes,fatherleſſe,and poore men doe teſtific, yea,if ***. 
theſe ſhould hold their peace, the very ſenſeleſſe crea- 
tures witneſſe it : againſt whom, timber, ſtones, lands, 
bands, money, do cry apace for vengeance from God. 

The third finne, is abuſe of the good creatures God 
hath ordained for our nouriſhment, by Drunkenneſle, 
Glutronie,8c, Yea, how rageth the finne of drunken- 

. neſſe inthis Citie, your owne conſciences be iudge. 
How many wretched men powre the good creatures 
of God downe their throats into their bellies, as a man 
ſhould powre it into a tunne , & that vpon theirknees, 


{as it were(asking Gods curſe vpon them for the _ 
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Plague, 
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- ſthence we had taſted of, had not thie Lord in 
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And letys proceed to thenexrt puniſhment, namely, 
the plague, which you know in this Citie, the Lord 
hath of late vifited you- withall; and in very ſhore 
ſpace,tooke away to the number of forty thouſand: Bur 
what profit hath followed hereof amongſt you? a man 
cannot perceiue any ſinne reformed. Would you know 
the vſuall ſinhes procure this * they are ſpecially foure, 
The firſt is whoredome and adultery , of which this 
Citic is horribly infeed ; and for which it is no mar- 
uell though the Lord continue his ſtriking hand among 

Ol. - "Fs A 

The ſecond is, fecrecy of ſinne, ſome defending firs, 
ſome our-facing ſinne, ſomepleading for ſinne ; ſome 
buying ſinne, ſome ſelling ſinne. Oh Lord , who ſees 
not our Land befotted in this ! for what ſmall conſci- 
ence is. made of any finne that may be kept from the 
eyes of men, hauing no reſpe@ tothe eyes of God ? 

. The third is ſecuritie in ſinne. ou this __ 

enyed amongſt vs, as appeares by our ing after 
—hcy m the Sodomites) Sec a Gede 
hand is vponvs. 

The fourth is, vaworthy comming to the Lords 
Table, a finne common amongſt vs, and no finne leſſe 
accounted of, For come to many on their death-beds, 
you ſhall heare them to confeſſe they haue bin drun- 
kards, whoremongers, vſurers, couctous, enuious,' &Cc. 
but you ſhall neucr heare them confefle their vnwor- 
thy comming to the Lords Table : And yet this finne 


hath-brought Gods hand on them aboue the reſt. 


And for the third puniſhment, viz. the ſword-a pu- 
niſhnent long time threatned to vs: and of which, long 
rey 

RE 
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kept vs from it: which is ſtrange,confidering our Land 


ſwarmes with thoſe finnes, thardoe daily whet the pe 


Lords gliſtering ſword to ſtrike vs : And they are ſpc- 
cially three. 


Thefirſt is, pride in Apparell ; which the Prophet x/4 okay 


Eſaytold the Tewes, would bring the ſword vp6 them. 
Which finne, who ſees not, that euen this City is ſo in- 
fected withall,thar were not the Lord patient, it could 
not chooſe, bur haue brought the fword long ere this 
day. The heads and/backs of Women, -who are as 
proud,as their husbands are couetous, cry to the Lord 
for reuenge. | 

The ſecond is, hollow-hearted repetitance. For 
which ſinnethe Prophet Hoſes tells Iſrael: Becauſe in 
their ſhew of repentance, they cryed not to the Lord 
in their hearts, whenthey howled on their beds, they 
ſhould fall by the ſword. And how hollow-hearted 
our repentance hath bin, appeares plainly by. the wane 
of the reforming of our groile ſinnes, that ouer-ſpread 
the land.” | | | 

The third is the contempt of Gods Miniſters, as ap- 


peares inthe ſecond Booke of the Chronicles, where :.cbre.36.16, . 


the Lord tells Ieruſalem : ' Becauſe [he did mocke his meſe "7+ 
ſengers,and deſpiſe their admonitions, and withal miſuſed 
them, he would bring the ſword of the Chaldeans vpon the, 
and would ſpare neither yong man, nor virgin, ancient,nor 
olde. God gaue all to theſword. And how can'wee 
looke God ſrould keepe the ſword away,when his ſer- 
uants are thus hardly intreated? Nay,I appealeto your 
 hearts,ifat this day many be notat more quiet;andfind 
more fauour- that commit firme, thenthoſe that 'zea- 
louſly reprooue finne £ Yea, how aretheſe —_ to be 
2 amcn- 
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lamented, when many vile notorious wretches, 6 baſe 
drunken companions doe abuſe the Lords Miniſters, 
Itell you phine, itisa generall complaint of all the 
faithfull Miniſters inthe Land, of their diſgrace and 
diſcouragetncht they beoffered in their Miniſteric, If 
we were many of vs cither Lawyers or Phyſitians,you 
would honour and reuerence vs : but in that we be the 
Lords Miniſters, we be hated andabuſed : Yea, many 
account no better of vs, but -as their drudges to. bury 
the dead,to chriſtenthar children,and to chutch their 
wiues (as they terme it) yea, ararething to finde one 
ſound fincere louer of Gods word, and Gods Miniſter. 
And further, who liues ſoquiet, andat eaſe in the Mi- 
niſtery,as thoſe that lead thouſandsto hell: Who lives 
more merrierthen hethatharh gotterwo or three be- 
nefices , and diſchargeth none of them? Who liues 
more inthe pleaſure of the world, and be ſo fatted vp, 
that their eyes are ready to ſtart out of their heads, the 
ſuch as preach by deputies? And yettheſe carry the 
honour and applauſe of the people, when the faithfull 
Miniſter findes courſe encertammenr. And what ſhall 
let the Lord to execute v ce vponvs, and to 
make his arrowes drunke with our blood ? Seeſt not 
theſe things £ ſhame will follow thee. Gricueſt thou 
not at it? woe will overtake thee. The Lord Ieſus open 
onr hearts to accept of his offered mercy, and giue vs 
_=_ to meet him betimes by repentace, leſt his wrath 
reake out on vs like fire,& there be nonero quench it, 
 Aſecondvſehence we ſhould make, is for reproofe 
of many,who poſte off the time ofthe Lords offer, rill 
age-ficknes,death:of theſethere are ſpeciallytwo ſorts. 
'The firſt ſort, are ſuch as pleadethe ſweer promul by 
Sf | 0 
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ofthe Goſpell, 4s what time ſoevey a fiuney doth repent, 
&c. Come 10 me all yee that trauaile,and are heauy laden, 
and 1 will refreſb you. To the which Ianſwer:It is true 
and moſttrue, Butto whom are theſe promiſes made, 
and to what ſinners ? They bee made toall repentant 
ſinners, that turne to the Lord with all their hearts. 
But thou art an ynrepentant wretch, and continueſt in 
thy ſinnes ; thereforetheſe comfortable promiſes be- 
long not to thee. And what finners doth hee bid come 
to him * thoſethat be weary and heauy laden, that is, 
whoſe ſinnes pinch and wound them at the heart, and 
withall deſire to be caſcd of the burden thereof. Ther- 
fore take no occaſion to preſume of the promiſes of the 
Goſpell, vnlefle thouturne from thy euill wayes, and 
repent of thy ſ{innes,they belong nothing to thee. 


The ſecond fort are ſuch,as doe alleage the example 2.Sore. 


of the theefe conuerted at the houre of his death, 
preſuming they ſhall finde the like mercy. To which I 
anſwer : this was an extraordinary example : and the 
Lord hath ſer out but one, andyer one :. But'one, that 
no man might preſume by this example : For what 
mad man will ſpurre his horſe till he ſpeake, becauſe 
Balaam did ſo? And yerone: That no man ſhould 
diſpaire, but tro know, God is able to call at the laſt 
houre, And by this ke did declarethe riches ofhis mer- 
cy to all ſuch as haue grace to turne ynto him. Where 
contrary we ſee many thouſands of thoſe who hauing 
deferred their repentance,haue bin takenaway in their 
ſinnes,and died impenitent. To thee then that are pri- 
uy thou haſt had many calls, many offers of grace, 
yea , that haſt ſeene vs ſpendour wittes, our ftrength,. 
yca ouer-ſpent our ſelues for thy good, What o— 
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hath bewitched thee topoſt off all , and willingly caſt 
away thy ſelfe 2 Whata ſhame is 1r, that the children 
of this world are wiſer in their kind then the children 
of light? The trauecller will take his time in his tourney, 
and will haſten when he ſcesnightapproch, leſt dark- 
neſſe overtake him: The ſmith will ſmite while the iron 
is hot, leſt it coole ypon him, and fo he looſe his labor. 
The mariner will not let the tide paſſe him : The Law- 
| yerwill take the Terme, becauſe he knoweth,' it being 
ended, his clients will be gone : ſo we ought to make 
euery day, the day of our Terme. The very tongue 
will condemne thee in thy trade. If thou truſta man' 
with thy wares,thou doſt require a bil or bond,ſaying, 
all men be morrall: but let the Preacher exhort thee to 
accept of the gracious time of the Lord, and tell thee 
thou art mortall, and atan houres warning for death, 
yet thou wilt not belecue him : but ſo lead thy life, as 
if thou hadſt it in fee-farme. And to thee that calleſt 
thy neighbours, friends,and companions to the cardes, 
tables,bowles, ſaying, Oh come, let vs goe paſle the 
time away : Is tune ſo ſlow that it muſt be driven ? I 
tell thee, there are atthis day many thouſand in hell, if 
they had a kingdome would gladly giue it for all one 
houre of that time , whereof thou haſt many ; not to 
paſſe it away, orto driucit fromthem, bur in hope 
to recouer that which thou graceleſly doſt contemne, 
A third vie hence is,ſceing there is atime, in which 
afcer refuſing of gracc,the Lord will be gone , it ſerues 
to exhort vs all to acceptof this mercifull time of the 
Lords fayour, and to ſceke the Lord whileſt hee may 
be found : For ſo long as we. doe cnioy the preaching - 
of the Goſpell amongſt vs, ſo long the Lord offers his 
| mercy 
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mercy vnto vs,and great hope the time isnot paſt : elſe 
if we abuſe this tume,to feare thar either he wil remoue 
the Goſpell from vs,elſe blind our cies, and harden our 
hearts, ſo asnothing we doe,cither heareor ſee, ſhall 
reuaile with vs to ſaluation, I will grow to an end,lef} 
weary you,and ouer-ſpend my felte, with that ſaying 
of our Sauiourto his Diſciples: 7 mm## worke theworkes 


of hims that ſent mee whileſt it is day ;; the night commeth © ® 


when no man can work, In which he ſets vs allan example 
by himſelfe, how to redeeme the time we liuein here; 
and to labour inthe duties belonging to our calling, 
and take every opportunitie of doing good, left the 
night come, that is, death fetch them away ; and then 
they ſhallnot ſtay or returneagaine to work any thing 
they haue left vndone here. Remember the often war- 
ning of our Saviour, with this watch-word, Watch, In 
which he warnes vsto accept ofthetime of mercy,and 
to prepare for the day of account, that ſo with ioy we 
may yeeld vp our reckonings. And how mult this be? 
euen by making our benefit of thetime of grace, and 
ſpending it faithfully inthar place & calling, God hath 
called vs vnto: For euery one hath his place, publike or 
priuate,to God,to his Church,8 one to another, and I 
pronounce to euery one,be he Magiſtrate, Miniſter, ei- 
ther Child,Seruant, Husband or Wife,that hath negle- 
ed his time, being in place,and ſo louingly offred thee 
time by the Lord to performe it; that if thou be care- 
Icfle and negligent in this time, a time will come thar 
thou ſhale be hurried away, and ſhall not ſtay one day, 
one houre, or one minute, to performe any of that 
| worke \n thy place thou haſt left yndone. To conclude, 
let vs cal to remembrance theſe fouremotines,to moue 
| vs 
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vs to accept of this time of grace; this acceptable day 
_ of faluation. Firſt,howimercifull tbe Lord-harh bin x 
vs, who might haue cur off out time in our youth, in _ 
which it may be we were vnthrifty or inthe mid{tof 
ſomegrecuous ſinne we hatic committed heretofore, 
or of Jatedaies, and fo haue ſent ysto hell, 
Secondly, confider how many good motions of his 
Spirir we haueler lip, and made light account of, and 
ſent him away from vs withgriefe z which ic may be- 
we ſhall neuer enioy againe, 2 4 | 
Thirdly, call tothy mindehow he hath this day,and 
by me his vnworthy Miniſter offered thee his Maic. 
ſties gracious pardon, ypon willing accepting of it, | 
which for either thou or I know, he will neuer 
- offeritthee againe,either by me,or by any other. © - 
DGny Geer that as the Lord hath given thee 
atime, ſo-he hath giuea thee thy ſenſes, thy wits, thy 
memory, which he hath depriued others of; and may 


doe thee roo, for ought thou knoweſt, becauſe thon.. ._ .... 4 


haſt made no better vſe of them, for his glory, or for 
thine I Sy Er | 
Let vs pray for a blefling ypon this 
= hauc wowrh 3s: 
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